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Lavington Health & Beauty

Holistic & Beauty Treatments

Baby Massage

Baby Reflexology

Pregnancy Massage

Sports Massage Gelish Nails

And so much more..

Please contact for more details 07771611595
simone@lavingtonbeauty.co.uk 

www.lavingtonbeauty.co.uk

Rose Home Improvements 

Experienced - Reliable  

Professional   

- Fencing

- Patios/Block Paving 

- Carports/Sheds

- Decorating/Tiling

Call Mark:

07552 871283  - 01380 812477

EXPERIENCED AND TRUSTWORTHY, I CAN OFFER:

HOUSESITTING, PETSITTING, DOG WALKING

ANIMAL CARE - CATS, DOGS, HORSES, DONKEYS, CHICKENS.

BABY SITTING AND CHILDCARE.

CALL MIRANDA IN 07503560544 OR 07557874607.

COMMUNITYMINDED PERSON OF THE YEAR

Sponsored and organised by Market Lavington Parish Council

This year’s winner of the award is Linda Cave. 

Linda was nominated for the support she has given at the Tuesday Club, and her 10 

years making sure that twice a week for the last 10 years there have been volunteers 

on duty at the Market Lavington Library. 

The library has recently moved from the Sea Scout HQ to the John Reid Room of The 

Old School.  Linda has passed  her management  role to Wendy, while continuing on 

the volunteer rota. 

Wendy is the person to contact if you want to join this select group of volunteers, go 

up to the library  have a chat with the ladies and gentlemen there, give your contact 

details and Wendy will contact you. 

YOUNG COMMUNITY MINDED PERSON OF THE YEAR

Sponsored and organised by St. Arbucks Coffee Shop

This year’s winner of the award is Sam Lever.

Sam received all the nominations without anyone knowing his name. 

He was described as the person who was picking up litter around the village or the 

boy who kept the village clean this summer. 

As well as playing rugby for Devizes U15s, and participating in the Bath Rugby 

Development Programme, Sam is also doing his Duke of Edinburgh’s award with 

Lavington School. As part of this he as to spend at least an hour each week for 3 

months doing a Community Service, which has to be supervised and signed off at the 

end of the 3 months.. Sam approached the Parish Council to ask for permission to do 

this service and for someone to take responsibility for signing him off at the end of 3 

months. This was agreed and the council also provided equipment for picking up litter 

and permission to use the Old School waste bins. The council also reassured Sam’s 

parents that he was covered by the same insurance that the has for anyone doing 

volunteer work with the Parish Council.

An apology from Market Lavington Parish Council

Each year the council puts up lights in the Market Place. We try to light them a couple of 

weeks before Christmas and leave them lit till 12th Night.

This year, they renovated lights were put up, plugged in and switched on but nothing 

happened. The power to the lights had been disconnected when the energy saving 

street lights were fitted. Thanks are due to Danny Mortimer for checking the lighting 

and Wiltshire Council & Ringway their contractors for coming out and reconnecting the 

power.

Colin Osborn, Chair Market Lavington Parish Council



Market Lavington & Easterton Church and Community News

St Mary’s & St. Barnabas Church (Anglican)

Rector: Rev. Marion Harrison 816963

Address: The Rectory, 25 White Street, West Lavington, SN10 4LW

lavingtonrector@gmail.com

Benefice Office as above churchlavington@gmail.com

Fridays and the last Thursday of the month are the Rector's days off.

The office is now open twice a week, 

Mondays and Wednesdays, from 9.00am to 1.00pm.

Church Wardens

Market Lavington Easterton

Sue Allen 813603

More information can be found on our website www.lavingtonchurch.org

Trinity United Church (Methodist/URC)

Minister: Rev. Gary Gotham, 69 Queens Road, Devizes, 

SN10 5HR Tel: 01380 724264 / gary.gotham@gmail.com 

Church Secretary: Mrs Julia Garraway-Jones 01380 

818401 jgarrawayjones@gmail.com

Market Lavington Parish Council

Chair          Mr Colin Osborn, 01380 812450

Clerk to the Council Mrs Carol Hackett 01225 760372 

23 Orchard Close West Ashton BA14 6AU  

clerk@marketlavingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk

https://www.marketlavingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk/ 

Easterton Parish Council

Chair: Mr Chris Saunders 812317

Clerk to the Council Ms Gillian Tatum 07979866387

clerk.easterton.pc@gmail.com

https://www.eastertonpc.org.uk/

This magazine

Edited by  Colin Osborn 01380 812450 colinosborn@compuserve.com

Treasurer, Fran Armstrong churchandcommunitynews@gmail.com

Printed by AlphaPrint.Me Woodlands Yard, Market Lavington Tel 813090

Sunday 2
nd Sunday 9th Sunday 16th Sunday 23th Sunday 30th

Epiphany
Baptism of 

Christ
Epiphany 2 Epiphany 3 Epiphany 4

9.00 am 

Breakfast 

Church West 

Lavington 

(Families 

Choir)

9.30 am 

Communion 

(Choir)

9.30 am 

Praise and 

Worship 

West 

Lavington 

(Families 

Choir)

After  

noon

4.30  pm 

Contemplative 

prayer service 

Easterton

Calendar of Services – January 2022

The Lavingtons, Cheverells and Easterton

Early 

Morning

9.30 am BCP  

Communion 

Little 

Cheverell

11.00 am 

United 

Covenant 

Service at ML 

Community 

HallLate 

Morning

10.30 am 

Benefice 

Communion 

Service, St 

Barnabas 

Church, 

Easterton 

(Choir)

11.00 am 

Simple 

Celebration 

Communion 

Great 

Cheverell

11.00 am 

Communion 

Easterton

10.00 am 

Welcome to 

Worship Great 

Cheverell 

(Families)

11.00 am 

Communion 

Easterton

11.00 am 

BCP 

Communion 

Great 

Cheverell

10.30 am 

Benefice 

Communion, 

All Saint’s 

Church, West 

Lavington 

(Choir)

AS CURRENTLY PLANNED, COVID MAY CAUSE CHANGES



Reflection for January 2022

Welcome to a new year, and the third year of the Covid Pandemic.  It’s hard to see an 

end to the roller-coaster of restrictions we find ourselves living through.  Even harder to 

keep an upbeat attitude to our day-to day living.  Do we wear face masks or not?  Do we 

sit at home or go out?  Is it safe to visit friends and relatives?  So many questions and no 

short-cut answers.  

It is in times like these that we have the time to ask ourselves the Big Questions.  What is 

the point of life?  Is there something more after death?  Does God exist?  Just what do I 

believe, and do I live up to that belief?  

These are the questions we have so often laughed at in the past and mocked as 

irrelevant to our modern way of thinking.  It has been all too easy to think we were fully 

in charge of our lives and our destiny, what we made it.  In truth, very little is in our 

control, but the elusion still feeds our way of living.  

As this pandemic continues to exert it’s influence on our lives maybe we can find the 

time to ask the questions, look for answers and find faith, what ever shape that takes for 

you.  For me that shape is called Elohim, Jehovah, Ancient of days, Abba, Father. And 

many other names such as The Christ, Prince of Peace, Emmanuel, Son of God, Jesus.  

And even Comforter, Holy Spirit, Light of life, Healer, Guide.  What ever name I use I pray 

and live in relationship with the ONE that to me is all the above and so much more.  From 

this, come strength to face whatever comes, to believe in ultimate good and to trust that 

there is so much more to life and death than we can ever know or imagine.

May God, whatever you perceive God to be, bless you abundantly and walk beside you 

throughout the coming year.

Rev. Marion Harrison

Help us to support young people at Dauntsey Academy Primary School

Dauntsey Academy Primary School is entering an exciting new stage in its 

development. We are joining the EQUA Multi Academy Trust which already runs 

Lavington School together with some seven other rural primary schools in this area 

such as Bishops Cannings, Chirton, and Woodborough.

DAPS is an important primary school in this area being one of the largest and serving 

pupils from Littleton Panell, West Lavington, Market Lavington and many other 

surrounding villages. We are fortunate to have modern premises together with 

substantial grounds including a wooded area for our Forest School, playing fields 

and informal play areas. This allows a great deal of outdoor activity in both play and 

learning. Lavington Pre-School sits next to DAPS which allows a seamless transition 

into school as pupils become ready to join us. When coupled with our ‘Wrap Around 

Care’ services for both breakfast and after school provision this provides an 

important comprehensive service for many working parents in the local area. 

The EQUA model does not require DAPS to change from the school that so many of 

us know and love but instead offers us the support to allow us not only to maintain 

but to improve standards, facilities and experiences. This includes the 

encouragement for our staff to be able to link up with other teachers in the EQUA 

group to share experience, develop curriculum, join in training and plan projects. 

We believe that it will provide stimulating opportunities for all our teachers and 

teaching assistants in the near future.

As part of our move into EQUA we are now looking to attract new Governors to join 

our committed and experienced team. We are particularly looking for people with a 

background in education, health or welfare matters to help guide our young people 

and support our staff.  This is an exciting time to join and help frame how DAPS can 

shape its future development within EQUA. If you are interested in joining the 

friendly and supportive team of Governors at DAPS please e mail Chris Thorne (Chair 

of Governors) at cthorne@daps.wilts.sch.uk. 



M.P.WILLIAMS
Dry Hardwood Logs

Cut to size – Barn stored

Small & Large Loads

Nets of Kindling

Prompt Delivery

01380 827253

07885 372 385

21 Dial Close, Seend, 

Melksham, Wilts. 

SN12 6NP.

 Business accounts

 Tax returns 

 VAT

 PAYE & Bookkeeping

 Business start-up advice

Free initial consultations

Fixed fees agreed in 
advance

Tel: 01380 829888

email: 

nicksims@taxassist.co.uk

Small business specialists.

SUPPLIED

& FITTED

Call:  01666 510510

Mobile : 07966 690807

01380 819065      07818 063 626
mortimer.elec@hotmail.co.uk   18  Russell Mill Lane, Littleton Panell, 

AGRICULTURAL DOMESTIC COMMERCIAL

NIC REGISTERED ELECTRICIAN PART P

24 HOUR CALL OUT

ENERGY EFFICIENT LIGHTNG

DOWN LIGHTING UPGRADES



ABC AIRPORT SERVICES

Taxi Transfers to all Airports

Ferry Ports

Long Distance

Meetings

01380 816648   07738 195805   Garymac2@sky.com

M STRONG OVEN CLEANING

For a Friendly, affordable, 

and comprehensive 

local oven cleaning service try 

M Strong oven cleaning.

For booking and more 

information contact Matt ……

Phone : 01380 739308  or

Email : moncur.ms@gmail.com

Link Good Neighbour Scheme 

We need more volunteers
Your Link scheme has been operating for some 14 years with the 

help of local volunteers and has continued to provide transport 

for trips to the doctors’ surgeries, dentists, hospitals and the like,

throughout the covid pandemic. In the last 18 months our 

volunteer numbers have fallen and recruiting has proven difficult. 

We are now reaching a critical point where the number of 

requests for help are nearing the moment where we will not be able to provide a 

volunteer and an important medical appointment will be missed. Could you be the 

new volunteer to help?

As a Volunteer you give as much of your time as you wish, there is no maximum or 

minimum commitment, and you are free to choose which tasks to accept. Volunteers 

are paid a mileage allowance to cover their costs and the majority of local hospitals 

offer free parking for Link vehicles.

We urgently need more volunteers, so if you feel you would like to help, please 

contact Colin Bowler on 01380 812755 and we can discuss in more detail

Without new volunteers your Link Scheme will not be able to provide a full service, 

leaving vulnerable members of our community unable to attended appointments and 

ultimately closure of the scheme. Let’s ensure this doesn’t happen.

Drove Lane, a reminder.

From time to time people complain about the top end of Drove Lane and ask the 

Parish Council, Wiltshire Council, and this time has even suggested writing to our MP 

about it.

The tarmacked section of Drove Lane and the pavement is the responsibility of 

Wiltshire Council, though the Parish Council does pay for occasional leaf removal 

from the pavement.

Beyond the tarmac, this is private access to houses and fields leading off it. This is not 

a footpath, bridleway or Byway. Anyone who uses the path without the actual or 

implied permission of one of the landowners is trespassing.

You can go up there to visit or deliver a parcel to a resident, but it is not a short cut 

from Kings Road to St. Barnabas School, the Elisha Field, or any of the houses or fields 

on the tarmacked section of  Drove Lane.

It is as private as the shared Driveways of Kings Court, George Mews,  and Strawberry 

Fields

Colin Osborn, Chair, Market Lavington Parish Council

St Barnabas ,St Mary’s and Trinity Church congregation would like to 

say a very big thank you to all who contributed toys at the service in 

St Barnabas on Dec 12th.

We have never had so many donations, we took two cars full to The 

Salvation Army in Trowbridge who coordinate the appeal for social 

services.

We are very grateful.



https://www.mgoddingltd.co.uk/

Happy New Year

That’s the customary greeting as an old year ends and a new one begins. Although 

it’s sometimes difficult to know when to stop wishing people a ‘Happy New Year’. 

I mean, how far into January do you have to go before the year doesn’t seem 

quite so shiny and new? Pocket diaries often contain a wealth of useful info. 

Maybe at a certain point in January they should say, ‘Alright, you can drop it now 

with the Happy New Year thing’. Then we’d all know. Diary publishers please take 

note.

Wishing people happiness and granting that wish are, of course, two very 

different things. Our happiness is often based on circumstances. We feel cheerful 

when things are going well and sad or distressed when they are not. We perhaps 

started to hope that 2022 offered the happy prospect of a year not dominated by 

Covid. Then along came Omicron. As I write the government has just imposed 

‘Plan B’. Who knows where we will be by the time you read this?

Joy is different to happiness because you can find joy despite moods or 

circumstances, so long as your reason for joy cannot be touched by the ups and 

downs of life. Paul wrote his New Testament letter to the Philippians from a 

prison cell. He had been locked up for the heinous crime of telling people about 

Jesus. Yet rather than bemoaning his lot, Paul urged his readers, ‘Rejoice in the 

Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.’  The love of Jesus for his people never 

changes. That same love that led him to die on the cross for our sins still burns in 

his heart. If our joy is in him, nothing in the world can touch it.

I do wish you a Happy New Year for 2022, but more importantly I wish you a 

Joyful New Year: ‘Rejoice in the Lord always’.

Pastor: Guy Davies

Services at Ebenezer Baptist Church www.pbc-ebc.org.uk

Sundays 4.30pm Afternoon Service

4th Sunday of the month, 4.30pm ‘Time for Tea+’,

a Sunday tea followed by a short service

Ebenezer Baptist Church, West Lavington

Ebenezer Baptist Chapel was built in 1839. It was constructed by voluntary labour,

using chalk dug out of the adjacent hillside. This original building only stood for 50

years. The present Church building was rebuilt on the same site.

The Church withdrew from the Baptist Union in 1990 and 18 months later joined

the Fellowship of Independent Evangelical Churches (FIEC). Ebenezer is also a

Grace Baptist Church, holding to the Second London Baptist Confession, 1689.

'Ebenezer' is taken from 1 Samuel 7:12 and means, "Thus far the LORD has helped

us." It is only by the help of the LORD that the gospel witness of Ebenezer Baptist

Church continues in West Lavington.



NORTH WILTS

OVEN CLEANING

Local – Professional – Affordable

Let me do the dirty work 

I promise a thorough clean of 

ovens, hobs, ranges, Agas, 

microwaves, or BBQ, using eco 

friendly and 

Non-caustic materials.

Call Dave now on 

07706 084107 or  07703 667036

e-mail: 

northwiltsovencleaning5@gmail.com

St.Arbucks (01380 816145)

1 Church St., Market Lavington

St. Arbucks is OPEN   

Weekdays 10 am to 4.30 pm

Thursday Closed

Saturday 10am to 1 pm

There are fewer tables, and everyone is asked to sign in with their name and 

phone number when they arrive or scan the QR code, and use the hand 

sanitiser provided. There is a plastic screen between customers, cakes and 

staff. But it is still the friendly place to visit, sit and chat.

Takeaway is also available.

Payment with card preferred. 

See you again soon.                                                                                                       

Beth

St. Arbucks is the collecting place for nominations for the Community 

minded person awards, and is also sponsor of the Young Community Minded 

Person Award

Have you got your loyalty card?

Every 8th coffee is free!

DELICIOUS 
HOME COOKED FROZEN 

MEALS
AT SENSIBLE PRICES
(Prices start from £1.00)

01380 812284    mobile: 07584 

090170 Email: acgrew@gmail.com



WHISTLEY CANINE COUNTRY CLUB

AND CATTERY

Our Modern Luxury Heated Cattery 

For Tiny Tigers is Now Open

Luxury Holiday Venue For Our

Canine Friends

Spacious Suites Under-Floor Heating

Day Care Facility Inspections Welcome

Potterne Devizes

01380 738189/726330

Please see our website for more details

www.whistleykennels.co.uk

DOWNSWOOD CARE FARM

“DOWNSWOOD ALPACAS”

ALPACA WALKING and CRAFTS

Come and enjoy a relaxing alpaca walk 

round our woodland trail!

See our website to check availability for 

different options from hour visits to 

crafting workshops.

“SPIRITUS EQUIS”

EQUINE ASSISTED LEARNING AND 

THERAPY 

to bring about positive change through 

interaction with horses for individuals and 

groups of up to ten people.

For more information please ring Clare or 

Mark Smallman                

Tel: 01380 812174  or  

07813 176382

www.downswoodalpacas.co.uk

www.spiritusequis.uk 

Licence no:  Wilts LN/000016929



www.so-chimney-sweeping.co.uk

 Camera Survey

 Birds’ Nests Removed             

 Fully Insured

 ICS Registered

 Friendly Local Service

 Cowls Fitted

S. O. Chimney Sweeping
Call Sean on 07881 206536

seanoades@hotmail.com

SHEPPARD DECORATORS

WE CONSIDER PROJECTS OF ALL SIZES 

EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR.

CALL DARREN FOR A FRIENDLY QUOTE.

01380 725652      07876433655

WWW.SHEPPARD-DECORATORS.CO.UK

Service and 

Repair  

07970117023

TONY PARSONS

DOMESTIC 

APPLIANCE 

ENGINEER

Call to Arrange an appointment

Monday to Saturday

Evenings available

(01380) 829630

07951 536 529

21 Forty Acres Rd.

DEVIZES

SN10  3DF

New Memorials

Additional Inscriptions

Bespoke Designs

Renovations

House signs

Pet Stones

Market Town Memorials Ltd.

Ask for a free brochure

danbod1981@gmail.com

www.markettownmemorials.co.uk

British Register of Accredited Memorial Masons

It’s 

‘The Most Wonderful Time of the Year’

and on 10th December, Lavington Community Choir was singing together 

again, with invited guests, to celebrate Christmas, it was uplifting and joyful.

After so long, when we have been restricted, choir rehearsals began back 

in September. We have been singing an original medley with Lockdown 

lyrics written by Tim Price. He also arranged some carols for us that were a 

delight to sing. Some members, who were reluctant to restart in September, 

are hoping to return in January 2022. 

We restart on Thursday January 13th 8 for 8.15, at the Market Lavington 

Community Hall.

So come and add your voice, your first session is free and no sight-reading 

skills are necessary.

Find out more from pboyagis@gmail.com

www.lavingtoncommunitychoir.org



Collection Days in January

Market Lavington Except The Spring, Grove Rd. (and turnings off it), Canada Rise, 

the north end of Parsonage Lane, Spin Hill, Ledge Hill, Broadway, Drove Lane & 

The Clays.

All Easterton except the houses on Eastcott Common and Easterton Sands

Household waste and paid garden waste collection      Friday  7th  no garden 

waste collection and 21st

Blue top bins and black boxes                                             Tuesday 11th and 25th

The Spring, Grove Rd. (and turnings off it), Canada Rise, the north end of 

Parsonage Lane, Spin Hill, Ledge Hill, Broadway, Drove Lane & The Clays.

The houses on Eastcott Common and Easterton Sands

Household waste and paid garden waste collection     Friday  7h no garden waste 

collection and 21st

Blue top bins and black boxes                                           Tuesday 4th and 18th

Freith

Blue top bins and black boxes                                            Tuesday 4th and 18th

Household waste                                                                  Wednesday  5th and 19th

Paid garden waste collection Friday 21st

TRINITY CHURCH                     JANUARY SERVICES
2nd January  -11am   'My  Favourite Carol' Service  
If your favourite carol wasn't sung over Christmas it's not too  late.          

A chance to sing it and tell us why it's your favourite.

9th January - 11 am Holy Communion and Annual Covenant Service   
Revd. Gary Gotham                                                                        

This is a joint service with the Anglican Church 

Come and celebrate all that God has done for us and affirm that 

we give our lives and choices  to God.

16th January  - 11am  'Meditation' Service 
led  by members of the Meditation Group - A quiet time for reflection.                                                         

23rd  January  - 11am  'Cafe style Church'                                                    
Join us for an informal gathering,  with discussion over tea/coffee.

30th  January  - 10.3am St. Andrew's Church  Devizes Sector Service
Revd.Gary Gotham

Trinity  will  be joining with  St Andrews  Church  in  Devizes.

Library Reopening

The doors of Market Lavington Library reopened on 1st December at its new home 

the Old School, Church Street.  There has been a buzz of activity as volunteers start 

welcoming back former customers and enrolling new members. 

The library has new shelving offering a range of popular non-fiction subjects such as 

biographies and hobbies as well as crime novels and popular fiction.  The children’s 

section has books for all ages, displayed in bright, accessible browser boxes and 

spinners.  Joining the library is easy and free, just bring along proof of name and 

address, for example an allowance book, bill or driving licence.  A library card also 

allows customers to access eBooks, eAudiobooks, eMagazines and other online 

resources too.   A free public computer with printing is also available.  

The library is open Wednesdays from 2pm - 5pm and Fridays from 10am - 5pm, with 

a further extension planned as soon as additional volunteers have been trained.  

The move has only been possible with the support of the volunteers and a partnership 

with Market Lavington Parish Council.  A huge thank you from Wiltshire Council and 

the Library Service to everyone who has been involved, ensuring that the library can 

remain at the heart of the community for all residents to enjoy.   

For further information about library services visit www.wiltshire.gov.uk/libraries and 

enquiries about volunteering email libraryenquiries@wiltshire.gov.uk 

The Old School, Church Street, Market Lavington, Devizes, SN10 4DT.  Telephone: 

01380 818358



Repairs to all makes and models
And MOT preparations
Family run business

Harry and Mark
Established 35 years

Phone: 01380 813663
56 High Street, Easterton

St Mary’s Market Lavington

Parishioner Update - December 2021

Dear Parishioners,

During 2021 we have been able to re-open St Mary’s Church for regular services and 

for individual visits, as the restrictions associated with COVID-19 gradually eased. The 

prevalence of the new Omicron variant of the virus means that precautions will 

continue to be taken at church services, including wearing of face masks, maintaining 

a degree of social distancing and the need to sign the visitors register, or else scan the 

NHS locator QR code with your smartphone, using the NHS Covid-19 app.

As previously reported, during the 2020 close down we had an opportunity to 

undertake some much needed work inside the church, to remove damaged 

plasterwork and expose the stone walls underneath to enable them to ‘breathe’. This 

has been particularly necessary for the north wall, which has been badly affected by 

damp, however all the external walls are impacted by this problem. Additional work 

was required to be undertaken on the roof of the Vicar’s Vestry, also to the roof at 

the northwest corner of the north aisle. The Vicar’s Vestry roof in particular requires 

more work, which will need to be undertaken by a specialist team and this work is 

likely to incur significant cost to fix the roof.

The long serving oil-fired boiler is no longer operational, which means that we have 

had to deploy some oil filled electric radiators inside the church building, more to 

stave off damp, then to generate any significant heat. We have also deployed a 

dehumidifier to try and remove some of the damp inside the church building. We are 

investigating the possibility of installing solar panels on the roof of the church, but 

there are some significant obstacles to getting permission for this, given the grade 1 

listing status of the building. During the colder part of the year we will not use the 

church building, but will divert services to St Barnabas at Easterton, as well as offering 

services in other churches within the benefice. 

More recently work was completed on the clock in the church tower and we also 

completed some additional work in the tower to protect it from incursion by nesting 

birds, with more work still required to keep the birds out.   

An itemisation of the various activities include:

• We have repaired all the previously broken windows.

• We have obtained an electrical certificate. This is probably the first time we 

have ever had the electrical installations in the church tested, despite it being a legal 

requirement for a public building. Cost to remedy all the problems that have been 

identified with the electrical installation will be about £3,000.

• An asbestos survey has been completed. This has identified that there is 

asbestos in the church. Asbestos can only be removed by specialist contractors and a 

cost of around £1500 to £2,000 would be incurred for this. 

• H&S work has been started on the Tower Stairs. While fixing the mesh in the 

bell chamber in the tower, we had an opportunity to do some cleaning up in the bell 

tower, but this will require more time. The condition of the bells and the bell housings 

will probably need to be checked by an expert.



• Work on refurbishing the Bier House roof, where some of the ridge 

tiles and other roofing tiles are damaged. We have moved the bier into the 

church to protect it against rain damage.

• The need to try and remove damp away from the north wall is being 

investigated. This includes the possibility of installing a ‘French Drain’ as well as 

re-routing the guttering along the north wall.

• While removing pews along the south and north aisles, it became 

evident that the joists under the floorboards in the aisles are suffering from 

damp damage. The joists will need to be replaced. This is another Health & 

Safety issue, which entails removal of the flooring.

• We are seeking advice on possibility to dispose of some of the pews. 

This includes the pews from the north and south aisles and to the west end of 

the main nave. Many of the pews from the south and north aisles in particular 

are suffering from severe rot.

• Some items of work on the organ were completed in 2019, and 

additional work was completed on the organ prior to the re-opening of the 

church in April this year.

• Replacement of the lid to the Klargester septic tank on the green, with 

a secure, heavy-duty lid. The Klargester tank is embedded below ground 

surface, just to the west of the 1914 -1918 memorial stone.

• Pollarding work to the lime trees along the roadside and along the 

path leading up to the church porch. Some additional work on trees in the 

churchyard will be undertaken in the new year. We are aware that some of the 

trees along the northern perimeter have been cut back without proper 

planning permission. We’re not sure who did the work, but it has damaged the 

trees, possibly requiring their eventual removal at some stage. 

• We are commissioning the installation of a handrail beside the steps 

to the pathway at the south-east of the churchyard and hope to complete work 

on the bench seat located close to the African Bean tree with a view south 

towards Salisbury plain. The bench seat is not in good condition, so might need 

to be replaced, rather than repaired.    

During 2019 we engaged a new Architect, with a view to taking some fresh 

perspectives about what is required to improve the church building. Most of 

the work that has been identified by our architect relates to items of 

maintenance, to ensure the integrity of the building for the next few years. To 

maintain the building properly requires both a significant amount of money as 

well as time from the volunteers, who support the church in various ways.  

If you are interested to learn more about St Mary’s, please do get in touch and 

visit the benefice website for information: 

https://lavingtonchurch.org/st-marys-church-market-lavington/

FILM: 

Another Round (12A),

The Pound Arts Centre, Corsham, 

Tuesday 18 Jan, 11 am & 7.30 pm

Sidestep the multiplex in 2022 and 

instead head to this indie film screening 

of black comedy Another Round instead. 

It plays like a coming-of-age tale in 

reverse, as four middle-aged teachers 

deal with their collective mid-life crisis by 

putting a questionable academic theory 

to the test. They decided to see if 

maintaining a blood alcohol level of 

around 5% will increase productivity and 

improve well-being and happiness.

Full Price: £7.50

Student / Under 16s: £6



Planning Applications

Market Lavington
PL/2021/10568 5 The Clays, Fell Walnut Tree

PL/2021/10722, Weathertop, Parham Lane, Variation of condition 2 of 

16/01943/FUL to allow for 10 stables at the livery yard to be used for full livery 

purposes (including for rehabilitation livery)

PL/2021/11027, The Rectory, Church St. Hazel (T1) - re coppice

Willow (T2) - fell to ground level, Group of hazels (T3) - re coppice

PL/2021/11169, St. Mary’s Church, T1 - Catalpa. Reduce laterally by 2m or to 

suitable reduction points., T2 - Field Maple. Reduce by 2-3m, T3 - Cherry. To 

be removed due to overcrowding. T4 - Silver Birch. To be removed due to 

overcrowding.

PL//2021/11378 2 Drove Lane, Demolition of existing single storey rear utility 

to allow for construction of new rear extension with associated landscaping

Easterton
PL/2021/ 10909. 25 White Street. Replace the roof on the main part of the 

house, carry the roof pitch down over the kitchen, form two new storage areas 

for the two first floor bedrooms, add a dormer window to create bathroom. 

Modernise the outbuildings to form a Utility Room and WC for the house. 

Build a new timber porch, including all other associated works.

PL2021/10305 Halfacre, 19 Kings Rd. Remove wooden porch to the rear of 

the house and extend kitchen and utility room.

PL2021/10454 The Beeches, 2 Kings Road,, Installation of a new post and 3 

rail fence with stock netting to front of property.

PL2021/11242 Malthouse Farm, 5A Oak Lane, T1- Sweet Chestnut to be 

felled to ground level & stump removed. No replanting due to boundary 

dispute & damage to access road from roots.

Details are available at

https://development.wiltshire.gov.uk/pr/s/?tabset-167f1=3

This is a new address, and the search options have changed. Once you have 

entered the information your are search on, click on the blue button to get 

results.

Or by visiting the council offices on the Devizes Library site

ECO-CORNER
The Big Garden Birdwatch 2022

Last year we wrote about the survey that had taken place during a week in June in 

All Saints’ churchyard West Lavington which sought to build a picture of the range of 

wildlife that is already present in the churchyard to assist in planning how to make it 

more biodiverse. Birdlife results were particularly poor. 

This may not be surprising in view of the serious, countrywide, decline in the 

numbers of many birds, including many well known and loved species. Swifts and 

house martins have joined other insect-eating summer migrants that have been red-

listed for some time. One regular, the greenfinch, declined so much that in 2021 it 

was placed on the UK red list, jumping straight from green. 

The time for the RSPB’s Big Garden Birdwatch of 2022 is fast approaching and 

everyone is being encouraged to get ready to join in from 28-30 January. The largest 

wildlife survey in the world, the Big Garden Birdwatch has been running for over 30 

years. Last year was a record year, with people more or less confined to their homes 

by Covid-19 restrictions. Over a million people took part and over 17 million birds 

were counted. As a conservation charity, the RSPB depends on the public’s support 

to save nature and to look after places where wildlife can thrive. Taking part is a 

great way to help make a difference. It’s terrific fun too and gets us closer as well to 

nature where we live.

To find how to sign up to take part, visit:

https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/birdwatch/

You can request a free information pack to help get you ready and to identify the 

birds you see. Then all you need to do is to count birds in your garden or around you 

for one hour on 28, 29 or 30 January. Record the highest number of each species 

that you see land at one time and send in the results to the RSPB online or on paper.

Our birds are in trouble. Our biodiversity too. A 2021 analysis indicated that the UK, 

with an average of only 53% of its biodiversity left, is in the bottom 10% of the 

world’s countries and last in the G7. 

We hope you will feel inspired to take part in the 2022 count – whether in your 

garden, churchyard, a park etc near you!

With best wishes for the New Year.

Anne Wilson mrsannewilson@gmail.com 

and Sandra Gamble acanadiangamble@gmail.com

Thank you to everyone who 

bought a ticket for the Courtyard 

Surgery Raffle .

£283.50 was raised for the Friends

of Courtyard Surgery



Worton & Cheverell FC (Youth)

‘The Badgers 

http://www.wortonandcheverellfc.com

Unlike the pro game, youth football takes a mid-season break over the festive period. On the 

pitch, most teams go into the break in positive mood and one has won their league!. The club 

would like to wish all our players, parents, supporters and sponsors a Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year! See you all in 2021!  Please get in touch with the relevant team contact if 

you are interested in joining The Badgers. We would also welcome contact from any small 

business wishing to sponsor an advertising board.

Badger Cubs - ages 4-6 years.  Continue to have fun at Devizes Leisure Centre every Saturday 

@ 9am with solid attendances. Plenty of progress these last few weeks on passing and, in 

particular, goalkeeping. Couple of players looking ready to move up to the next level after 

Christmas. All welcome to come and try for 2 weeks free! 

U7s – The team is showing steady improvement, travelling all over Wiltshire and showing 

great enthusiasm for their football even in adverse weather conditions. Training Wednesdays 

6pm @ Devizes Leisure Centre. 

U8s – Playing some good football, developing all the time. The team really enjoyed the 

training trip and match experience at Southampton FC. Training Fridays 5:45pm @ Lavington 

School Hall. New players always welcome.

U9s mixed – The team continues to develop really well at training, carrying that form into 

recent matches. Training will resume from 4th January on Tuesdays 5pm @ Green Lane, 

Devizes until March.

U9s Girls – Continue to progress and demonstrate masses of enthusiasm with good 

attendance at training Saturdays 9;30am @ Elisha Field, Market Lavington. New players from 

age 7+ welcome and parent helpers and coaches.

U10/11s – Enjoying the seasons so far, training well with good attendances @ Dauncey’s 

school 6pm on Fridays.  All new players welcome.

U12s – Continuing their excellent season by progression in the cup v a higher league side, 

followed by a tough away victory at Larkhall to win the League Championship! An excellent 

achievement and a welcome Christmas present! Training Fridays 6:30pm @ Northbrook, 

Market Lavington

U14’s – Two narrow defeats in a row has been a disappointment but the team remains in 

good spirit and remains second in the league going into the Xmas break. Training Fridays 7pm 

@ Dauncey’s School, West Lavington. New players welcome, including U13s.

U15s – The team continues to play really good football, dominating when in possession, 

remaining joint top of the league and progressing into the 2nd round of the cup. Training 

Fridays 7pm @ Dauncey’s School, Market Lavington.

U16s – The team continues to play well winning 4 consecutive games. Training well in good 

numbers on Fridays 5.45pm @ Northbrook.

Team Contacts for 2021/22 Season:

Badger Cubs– James Partington - 07532 628219 Girls Team – Liz Gaule – 07949 176623

U7 - Rob Nuttall - 07706 167347 U8– Pete Huntley- 07974756131

U9- Adam Shanley – 07423 576368 U10/11- Mark Goddard – 01380 813160

U12 - Neil Black- 07769 261750 U14 -Mark Goddard- 01380 813160

U15– Dave Kiddle- 07843678781 U16– Colin Weston 07484 696791

Follow us on Facebook – Worton and Cheverell Youth Football Club (no other pages are 

approved by the club) or on the club website.

Wiltshire PCC Philip Wilkinson has launched the second phase of consultation: 

Making Wiltshire Safer which he will use to inform his new police and crime plan.

The next phase starts today with the public able to download a copy of the PCC’s 

draft police and crime plan from his website and feedback their thoughts on the 

proposals.

The plan, which will be finalised in March 2022, sets out the PCC’s pledges and 

priorities for Wiltshire as well as being the blueprint for Wiltshire Police’s strategic 

policing and crime priorities until mid 2025.

PCC Philip Wilkinson said: “My new plan should directly reflect the needs and 

priorities of all communities and it is very much my vision to make Wiltshire a safer 

place to live and work.

Mr Wilkinson’s draft plan was also informed by responses from public and victim 

confidence surveys, his election pledges, the UseYourVoice survey, which saw nearly 

3,000 individual responses, as well as responses from more than 1,000 young 

people surveyed by his Youth Commission.

The new priorities detailed in the plan are as follows:

Priority 1 – A police service that meets the needs of its communities 

Priority 2 – Reduce violence and serious harm

Priority 3 - Tackle crimes that matter to local communities

Priority 4 - Improve the experience of victims and deliver justice

During January, Mr Wilkinson will hold a serious of Focus Group sessions for invited 

stakeholders to comment on his proposed priorities and what that may mean in real 

life.

Alongside being able to download a copy of the draft plan and comment, the public 

can also attend one of four virtual public sessions where Mr Wilkinson will present 

his draft plan and ask for feedback.

Sessions, held on Facebook Live, are scheduled for the 6th, 13th, 17th and 26th of 

January from 6.30pm to 7.30pm.

More information on how to join the virtual public sessions will be promoted across 

the commissioner’s digital channels. If you can’t be there in person, you can submit 

a question beforehand via the PCC’s website.

All feedback received will be considered and will directly influence the final police 

and crime plan, which will be before the police and crime panel on 10 March for 

final approval.

You can download a copy of the draft plan, 

register your feedback , 

or submit a question to be asked at one of the virtual public session 

https://www.wiltshire-pcc.gov.uk/the-pcc-and-you/have-your-say/making-wiltshire-safer/



T.M.DICKINSON

PAINTING AND 

DECORATING

External  and  Internal

Local and Independent

Free estimates

Fully insured

Quality finish

01380 293110

07542606191

tmdickinson77@gmail.com

Robin Hood: Legend of the Forgotten Forest

This Christmas, discover the next chapter in our hugely popular series of blockbuster 

festive family shows: a fresh spin on the swashbuckling legend Robin Hood with 

multi-award-winning company The Wardrobe Ensemble. Theatrical magic 

guaranteed.

When a 21st-century kid discovers a dusty book at the back of his local library, 

something miraculous happens. Reality cracks and he’s thrown into the middle of an 

epic fight between good and evil. It’s Sherwood Forest. The 12th century. An uneasy 

time of cunning thieves, dastardly villains and karaoke-singing monks. Sound familiar 

so far? Not all is as it seems…

When the corrupt Sheriff of Nottingham sets in motion his vicious plan for ultimate 

power, it’s up to Robin Hood and her Merry Crew to pull off their toughest mission 

yet. Can they defeat the Sheriff before it’s too late – and can they get JJ back home?

Combining wit, warmth and daring archery, Robin Hood: Legend of the Forgotten 

Forest is a magical tale about taking aim at the things you believe in, shooting 

straight from the heart and becoming the hero you were born to be. (And it’s also 

about the power of responsible taxation).

Venue: In Theatre

PWYC from £8 | U18 tickets 20+% off (Standard tickets only) | 25% Friends discount 

(not valid 20 Dec – 2 Jan) | Groups & Schools offers available

Ages 7+

Bristol Old Vic King Street BS1 4ED

Tue 21 Dec to Fri 24 Dec, 

Sun 26 Dec to Fri 31 Dec, 

Sun 2 Jan 2022, 

Tue 4 Jan 2022 to Sat 8 Jan 2022

Contact telephone: 0117 987 7877 Call to check latest times or cancellations.



Bishop Andrew’s Monthly Letter, January 2022

Our days are filled with calls upon our time and attention. Among the least welcome are 

the cold sales calls that intersperse our day – those anonymous, brief exchanges with 

callers who address us by the name of a long-forgotten tenant of our home, and with 

whom no kind of even fleeting relationship is possible. Several times a week, we might 

rush from the bathtub, meal table or meeting to pick up the phone, only to be asked 

whether we are the householder - and feel our heart sink and blood pressure begin to 

rise.

The poor fools who work in call centres have my pity - only because I was one of them for 

a while. I was selling advertising for a local newspaper. I found making cold calls so 

impossibly awkward, I even tended to depart from the usual script and began my sales 

pitch with ‘I’m so sorry for bothering you’, ‘you probably won’t want this’, and ‘you must 

feel free to say no, but I have to call you….’  Just occasionally, this grovelling approach 

actually worked, and one could have a proper conversation. I lasted but five months on 

the job.

Then there are other calls: calls which are so surprising, so welcome, that life seems to 

open up with their appearance. These little epiphanies can come through the phone – in 

the good news of a job offer or an unexpected invitation. But, equally, they come in other 

ways: someone in need, for example, whose call upon our assistance somehow makes us 

more human; or perhaps in the form of a sudden revelation – like a film or piece of music, 

perhaps, which might fill us with a sense of expectancy, or expresses our yearning so 

deeply that we are renewed. These kinds of encounters not only inspire us, but they also 

ask something of us and call us forward into a different way of life.

‘Behold’, says the risen Christ in the Bible: ‘I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears 

my voice, and opens the door, I will come in, and will eat with him, and he with me.’ 

Scripture invites us to imagine Christ as an unexpected caller: one who will not barge in, 

but patiently waits for our response. He does not want a minute of our time, or have an 

unrepeatable special offer, but comes to meet us so that we might follow where he will 

lead. The Lord’s arrival in our midst is the wonder of this season: bearing the light of the 

world, he calls us forth. As with gladness so many have done before, may we also follow. 

The Elisha Field Closing Times

Sunset times for Market Lavington

January 1st                                     4.11pm 

January 8th 4.19pm

January 15th                                  4.29pm 

January 22nd                    4.41pm   

January 29th 4.43pm

February 5th 5.05pm
https://sunrisesunset.willyweather.co.uk/sw/wiltshire/market-lavington.html

The Right Reverend Dr Andrew Rumsey, has been Bishop Of Ramsbury since 

January 2019. He was born in Marlborough in 1948, and lives there again  with 

his wife and three children. 

Both he and his wife have been involved in the Greenbelt festival for many 

years; and have also attended New Wine with the family in recent years.

In July 2021 Bishop Andrew was appointed as lead bishop for church and 

cathedral buildings. He shares the role with the Bishop of Bristol, the Rt Revd 

Viv Faull..



Doors –Windows-Stairs-(Hard & Soft Wood)

Bespoke Kitchens – Furniture Manufacturers

All aspects of Carpentry –Supply only/ Supply and Fit

Listed Building Work and Applications

Hawthorn Works, Andover Road, Chirton, Devizes, SN10 3QL

TEL/FAX: (01380) 840 020

WEBSITE: mbjoinerydevizes.co.uk

E-MAIL:  mb.joineryltd@tiscali.co.uk
LinkedIn: uk.linkedin.com/pub/martin-

bowyer/77/9a8/991/

£90:00 A LOAD

£95:00 STACKED

SEASONED HARD WOOD

TEL 01380 813699

Service covers all aspects of chimney care 

from regular maintenance to sweeping, 

camera inspections and testing.

Service Open Fires, Wood Burners, Multi Fuel Stoves and 

AGAs. Can deal with specific problems such as birds nest 

removal and cowl fitting.

Competitive rates and a friendly professional service.

Call Will on: 07789 007418

Or email: william-newell@hotmail.com

DAVY LOGS

Yoga with Annie via Zoom

Monday evenings and Thursday mornings

The classes are for anyone over the age of 

18 and the first lesson is free.  We focus on 

the breath and developing strength and 

flexibility in the body to boost physical and 

mental wellbeing. Classes start on Thursday 

10th September and Monday 14th 

September.  

I am planning to start a beginners class. If 

you are interested please contact  me. 

07708265752 or email: 

annievingoe@hotmail.com

£18.75 per hour


