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Church Wardens 
Market Lavington              Easterton 
                                   Sue Allen 813603 
 More information can be found on our website www.lavingtonchurch.org  
Trinity United Church (Methodist/URC) 
Minister: Rev. Gary Gotham, 69 Queens Road, Devizes, SN10 5HR   
Tel: 01380 724264 / gary.gotham@gmail.com 
Church Secretary: Les Charlton 
c/o St. Arbucks Cafe,  Church St., Market Lavington, SN10 4DT 
Tel: 07962 422 624  secretarytrinitychurchml@gmail.com 
  
Market Lavington Parish Council 
Chair              Mrs Chloe Stevens 07917 098001 
Clerk to the Council                Mrs Carol Hackett 01225 760372 
23 Orchard Close West Ashton BA14 6AU 
clerk@marketlavingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk 
https://www.marketlavingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk/ 
  
Easterton Parish Council 
Chair:     R. Brooks 
Clerk to the Council   Sarah-Jane Bullock 
clerk@eastertonpc.org.uk 
https://www.eastertonpc.org.uk/ 
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Edited by  Colin Osborn 01380 812450 colinosborn@compuserve.com 
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REFLECTION   

 During this season in our Benefice without a rector, diƯerent 
church members are delighted to share a monthly reflection with 
you. This month it is written by Anna Spear, who lives in Great 
Cheverell and is one of the Lay Worship Leaders who regularly 
leads Collective Worship in the local school  

Cycling is one of my favourite pastimes.  Both cycling and walking 
in Wiltshire this autumn has enabled me to embrace the beauty 
of this earth. The adventure surrounding such wonderful activities 
especially in Winter still gives me an exciting experience.  

Next time you cycle or walk through our wonderful countryside, 
be thankful for the chance to enjoy it.  
Are you ready to go on an Advent Adventure? Its not far!  
 
As we await the celebrations of Jesus’s birth, the title of this 
RSCM song  
“Advent! He’s approaching, we wait for Christmas day” comes 
to mind  
 
 “ Ad  means "toward," or "in the direction" - there is the 
excitement;  wonderful thoughts of heading out to achieve your 
goal and soak up the colour of nature.   
"Vent” that means "come" or "coming." - you are on your way 
because of the planning of the route 
 “Ure” the result - actual joy when you have achieved the task 
you set out to do.  
 
Perhaps you would like to approach Christmas day with the 
Benefice of The Lavingtons, Cheverells and Easterton and 
experience the excitement. Look out for the special Christmas 
services (Advent, Christingle, Carol and Crib services) detailed in 
this edition.  
 



 



 
  

Ebenezer BapƟst                                            ‘Emmanuel: God with us’ 
 
Joseph, a carpenter from Nazareth was considering breaking off his engagement to 
Mary. She was pregnant. And he wasn’t the father. According to MaƩhew’s Gospel, 
the angel of the Lord appeared to Jospeh in a dream to convince him to go through 
with the marriage. The heavenly visitor told the carpenter, ‘do not fear to take 
Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.’ As the 
Lord had spoken by Isaiah the prophet, “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear 
a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel.” The name given to Jesus by ancient 
prophecy tells us something about his unique idenƟty and mission. 
God with us 
MaƩhew explains that Emmanuel means, ‘God with us’. ChrisƟans believe that the 
baby boy who was born in Bethlehem and laid in a manger was God in human 
form. Now, that’s an awesome claim. We might perhaps expect that God would do 
God-like stuff, like create the universe to display his wisdom, power and goodness. 
But would the Creator of heaven and earth stoop to enter our world as man? The 
New Testament insists that he did. Jesus is the Son of God, fully divine in every 
way. Yet he became human. He is Emmanuel, God with us as one of us. 
God for us 
The angel of the Lord also instructed Jospeh that Mary’s son was to be named 
Jesus. Once more, a word of explanaƟon is given, “for he will save his people from 
their sins”. Jesus is the Greek version of the Hebrew name Joshua, which means 
‘the Lord saves’. That is the reason why God became man, to rescue us from sin 
and death. Christ, who was without sin, died in our place on the cross that we may 
be forgiven. As Paul affirms, ‘God shows his love for us in that while we were sƟll 
sinners, Christ died for us.’ 
God in us 
MaƩhew concludes his Gospel by telling us that Jesus rose from the dead and 
appeared to his disciples. The final words of the risen Lord to his followers in 
Mathew’s account are, “And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.’ 
Jesus ascended to heaven, having completed the work of salvaƟon. He then 
poured out the Holy Spirit upon the church on the Day of Pentecost. Christ dwells 
in his people by the power of the Spirit. His presence in the lives of his followers 
now is the pledge of greater things to come, ‘Christ in you, the hope of glory’. 
Jesus became Emmanuel, God with us so that those who believe in him may be 
with God for ever.  
Best wishes for Christmas and the New Year, Guy Davies www.pbc-ebc.org.uk 
You are welcome to join us for our Sunday services at 4.30pm. 
22 December, 4.30pm. ‘Time for Tea + Christmas Special’ Carol Service, followed 
by a fesƟve tea 
 



 
  

 TRINITY 
CHURCH 
December 

 

We meet in the Community Hall, 
Market Lavington every Sunday 
morning at 10.30am unless stated 
otherwise. 
We welcome all visitors to our 
informal style of worship in the 
United Reformed Church/Methodist 
tradiƟon. 
We follow current regulaƟons to 
keep you safe.    
All services are accompanied  by 
refreshments. 

Church Minister : Revd.Gary Gotham: 69, Queens Road, Devizes,Wilts. 
Tei: 01380 724264 email: gary.gotham@gmail.com 

Trinity Church Secretary: Les Charlton   Mobile: 079 624 22 624   email: 
secretarytrinitychurchml@gmail.com 
Postal address: Trinity Church Secretary, ℅ St. Arbucks Cafe,1 Church 
Street, Market Lavington, Wilts SN10 4DT 

 

1st DECEMBER - Trinity Church Service with 
Holy Communion 
                             Led by Rev’d. Gary Gotham 
 8th DECEMBER -   United Service @ Community 
Hall  
                          Led by Rev’d. Gary Gotham 
15th DECEMBER -   Trinity Church Service   
                          Led by Clive Illman 
22nd DECEMBER -  Trinity Church Service (Local 
Arrangement)                                       
29th DECEMBER - TRINITY CHURCH SERVICE 
                                 Led by Rev’d. Gary Gotham 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Chamber Choir Concert at St Andrew's Church 

At St Andrew's Church, in Long Street, from 7.30pm on Saturday the 7th of 
December, The Devizes Chamber Choir presents a Concert, to include John 
Rutter's When Icicles Hang, Christmas at the Movies, Dream a Little Dream, 
Winter Wonderland, and Twelve or so Days of Christmas. The tickets are 
available from Ticket Source. Early bird tickets are just £10, but they will go 
up to £12 nearer the date. 

Coloured Bulbs 
 

shiny colored bulbs 
dangle from fresh pine needles 

christmas beauty... 
 
© Karen CroŌ 



  

St. ARBUCKS  
COMMUNITY CAFE 

We are here to serve the 
community. Come in on your 
own, or with friends. 
Delicious cakes, a range of 
teas, lovely coffee, 
milkshakes, ice creams, 
snacks and lots more. 
Eat in or takeaway. 

Opening hours 
Monday       10.00 am - 2.00 pm 
Tuesday      10.00 am - 2.00 pm 
Wednesday 10.00 am - 2.00 pm 
Thursday     10.00 am - 2.00 pm 
Friday          10.00 am - 2.00 pm 
Saturday      10.00 am - 1.00 pm 
 

Where to find us:-  
1 Church Street, 

Market Lavington,SN10 4DT  
Tel: 01380 816145 

hƩps://saintarbucks.org.uk/welcome/ 

 

St Arbucks will be closed for the whole of Christmas Week  
23 to 28 December, and for New Years Day Wednesday 1st January. 

Open Mon 30th and Tues 31st 10 am to 2 pm. 



 
 
 
 

  

 

The Devizes Young Farmers' Club  
presents its  

Tractor and Tinsel Run and Market  
Sunday the 22nd of December. 

 
The Tractor Run takes place throughout the day, followed by a 
tractor drive by, and light switch on through The Market Place 

in the evening.  
The Market is here in The Market Place during the day. It's all 
in aid of The Wiltshire Air Ambulance, Oracle Head and Neck 

Cancer, and The Stroke AssociaƟon. 



  

Comedy Night in The Corn Exchange 
 
On Thursday the 12th of December, with the doors opening at 8pm, for 
an 8.30pm start, there's a Night of Comedy, in The Exchange Night Club, 
in The Corn Exchange. 
 
 It's compered by Mirth Control's Geoff WhiƟng. The acts appearing are 
Alan Francis, described as not the world's all Ɵme best horse shoe pitcher, 
and Samantha Day, a Comedy Store King Gong winner.  
The Ɵckets are £12 in advance, from Devizes Books, Vinyl Realm, or The 
BriƟsh Lion, or £15 on the door. 
 
 All the profits go to the Mayor's Appeal. 

Sleeping Beauty 
What's on 

A Wiltshire CreaƟve Pantomime 
Sat 30 Nov 2024 – Sun 12 Jan 2025 

Salisbury Playhouse 
 

Join us this Christmas for a magical family Pantomime extravaganza! With 
dazzling dances, laugh-out-loud hilarity and sparkling songs from our live 

band, it promises pure fesƟve joy for the enƟre family! 
Embark on an unforgeƩable adventure as Princess Stella falls under the 
wicked curse of evil Fairy Badflix, doomed to sleep for a hundred years. 
Can her loyal friends and family break the spell? Will the forces of good 

triumph over evil? And is there a charming prince in Salisburyshire ready 
to save the day? 

This classic tale will be reimagined by the writers of last year’s spectacular 
Panto Dick Whiƫngton, nominated for Best Pantomime at the 2024 UK 
Pantomime AssociaƟon Awards. Don't miss the magic, book your Ɵckets 

now. 



 
  

Thousands of Rare, Used and Antique 
books for sale 

www.mgoddingltd.co.uk 
markg@mgodding.com   

House clearances, 
Books bought in volume 

01380 829730 

RHYME TIME 
 

Rhyme Time is to held in the library on the first and 3rd Fridays of the month  
at 10:15 to 10:45am. 

Rhyme Times in December are 6th and 20th, from 10:15 to 10:45am at 
Market Lavington Library, and we’ll be adding Christmas songs. If your primary 
school children are home on 20th, they’ll be more than welcome.  It would be 

lovely to see Christmas hats or clothes as well. 



  
News from Dauntsey Academy Primary School 
 
As December arrives, we prepare ourselves for the fun filled chaos that comes 
with the most exciting and action-packed month of the school calendar. It is 
impossible to be even remotely humbug-like when you spend the run up to 
Christmas with almost 200 4-11 year olds! 
Decorating the DAPS Christmas tree 
My favourite way to start these festive activities is with our dressing the tree 
assembly on the first school day of December. The children, the staff and their 
loved ones all gather around our Christmas tree and sing Christmas songs and 
carols together. The children take it in turns to hang a tree decoration that they 
have lovingly crafted out of natural materials in the forest until the tree is 
bursting with decorations. It is a wonderful way to welcome the Christmas 
season into our school and a tradition that we all look forward to every year.  
Time to shine for our youngest children 
Our EYFS, Year 1 and Year 2 pupils are in charge of our Christmas nativity and 
what a treat it is! They are so brave in standing on stage in front of a packed 
audience – not just once but three times. They memorise their lines, they 
practise their songs and they do our school, and their families proud in their first 
big performance. It is always lovely to watch as they use their big voices, stand 
tall and shine in front of their families.    
And Christmas doesn’t end there! 
We are not just decorating trees and performing nativities! There are Christmas 
dinners, Christmas jumper days, class parties, the school Christmas Fete, the 
Christmas church service, Secrets Room where children can select presents for 
their families and much more. We certainly do Christmas in style at DAPS. 
Christmas wreath making 
Thank you to everyone that came to the Christmas Wreath making at school on 
the 30th November. It was lovely to host this year’s event at school and it was 
wonderful to see so many people supporting the day. It is a huge event to 
organise and it raises a significant amount for the school that helps us deliver 
above and beyond for our children so thank you to all involved. Much of the 
foliage was gathered from our beautiful grounds, around the village and from 
our local gardens. Also a huge thank you to the ground keepers at Dauntsey 
School who always gather some wonderful greenery for us. We even had a visit 
from our ‘resident’ kestrel as we were out foraging, he likes to sit on our 
goalposts every morning and keep an eye on things for us! 
School starter 2025 open days 
We have been very fortunate to welcome many parents into our school 
throughout November who have been considering schools for their child next 
September. We welcome any of you who would like to visit to give us a call us 
on 01380 813373 to arrange a time to come and look around. Whether you are 
choosing a school for your little one, moving to the area or considering an in-
year transfer (we have a few spaces in EYFS, Year 1, Year 2 and Year 4), it is 
so important to visit the school you are considering for your child and we 
welcome you all to come and see DAPS for yourselves.  



   

Repairs to all makes and models 
And MOT preparations 
Family run business 

Mark, Leyan, Joanna and Harry 
Established in 1984 

Phone: 01380 813663 
56 High Street, Easterton 



 

 
 

 



  
NORTH WILTS 

 OVEN CLEANING 
  

Local – Professional –  
Affordable 

 Let me do the dirty work 
 I promise a thorough clean of  

ovens, hobs, ranges, Agas,  
microwaves, or BBQ, using  

eco friendly and 
Non-caustic materials. 

 Call Dave now on 
07706 084107 or  07703 667036 

e-mail:  
northwiltsovencleaing5@gmail.com 

 

DELICIOUS  
HOME COOKED  

FROZEN MEALS 

AT SENSIBLE PRICES 
(Prices start from £1.00) 

01380 812284  
mobile: 07584 090170  

Email: acgrew@gmail.com 

 

 

 



  

 

Market Lavington Christmas Country Fair  
 
A big thank you to everyone who came to and/or supported the 
Christmas Country Fair in Market Lavington Community Hall on 
November 16th. We would especially like to thank all our stallholders, 
and everyone who baked a cake and helped our Cake and Hamper stall 
raise £225. We hope you all enjoyed the Fair and found some great 
things to buy. Our very grateful thanks to everyone who helped us set up 
and run the Fair, especially Carol Treloar, June and Richard Wright, 
Jean and Dave Edwards and Barbara Galloway. 
 
In case you were wondering, the Hamper was won by Oscar Hurley, with 
winning ticket number 41. 
 
We raised an amazing £1327.26 for the Army Benevolent Fund, which is 
our second highest total to date, and brings the amount raised over the 
last thirteen years to over £14,250. Thank you all very much! This 
money will help a lot of serving and former serving soldiers and their 
families who are in need.  
 
Sue and Chris Bonney 
 



 

 
   

  



 
  

SHEPPARD DECORATORS 
WE CONSIDER PROJECTS OF ALL SIZES 

EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR. 
  
  
  

CALL DARREN FOR A FRIENDLY 
QUOTE. 

01380 725652       07876433655 
WWW.SHEPPARD-DECORATORS.CO.UK 

 

 

 

 

www.so-chimney-sweeping.co.uk 
    Camera Survey  
    Birds’ Nests Removed              
    Fully Insured 
    ICS Registered 
    Friendly Local Service 
    Cowls Fitted 

S. O. Chimney Sweeping 
  Call Sean on 07881 206536 

seanoades@hotmail.com 

  

 TONY PARSONS 

DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCE 
ENGINEER 

Service and 
Repair   
07970 

117023 
 

 



Lavington and District Swimming Club 
 
 
 
 

Spring TERM starts Sunday 7th January 2025 and includes 11 Tuesday swims and 9 
Sunday swims. The last swim being Tuesday 25th March 2025. 

The club swimming times are 
Sundays,3:30 to 5:30pm. Tuesdays, 7:15 to 8:15pm 

Membership fees for the term:- 
£35 for individual and £70 for a family. 

For further details about joining this offering  please contact Alison Andrews  
Membership Secretary on  Lavingtonswim@gmail.com 

Morning Swimming starts Thursday 9th January 2025 and is from 6:30 to 7:30. 
Membership fee for the term is £35 

For further information about the morning swimming please contact Phil 
Richardson Membership Secretary on  ladscmorningswim@gmail.com  

Alternatively for any of the above contact Club Secretary Anita Holness via email:- 
anita@kholness.plus.com 

 

 

Whether swimming for fun or lane 
swimming our club caters for all. Using the 
lovely Dauntsey School 25 metre Swimming 
Pool we swim in term time and have two 
separate offerings, that of Tuesdays and 
Sundays and that of  Thursday mornings 

Easterton is a fantasƟc village. 
With the support of the Parish Council we are entering Easterton into the 

CPRE Wiltshire Best Kept Village CompeƟƟon 2025. 
Judging will be between mid May and mid June 2025. 

A meeƟng was held in November to explain what is involved. 
. 

If you were unable to make the meeƟng but are interested in finding out 
informaƟon or offering to get involved then email 

eastertonbkv@aol.com 
Looking forward to meeƟng you. 

Adrian, Caro, Andy, Trevor, Margaret, Dave, Lesley, Nick and Gill 



  

T.M.DICKINSON
PAINTING AND 
DECORATING

External  and  Internal
Local and Independent

Free estimates
Fully insured
Quality finish
01380 293110
07542606191

tmdickinson77@gmail.com

 

 



 
Our lecture on December 18th 

 in the Corn Exchange, Devizes, is 
 
”Christmas Ghosts: The Tradition Of Winter Tales” 
Please be in your seats for 10:45 am. 
Lecture starts at 11 am.  
Coffee is available beforehand. 
 
Kirsty Hartsiotis will take us back to the earliest winter tales of 
the Middle Ages and the age of Shakespeare and Marlowe. We 
then explore the lost years of the 17th and 18th centuries, where 
it’s often thought that Christmas wasn’t celebrated much – but 
ghost tales at Christmastide were very much part of the season.  
Membership is £50  for world class lectures October 
through to July 2025, or come to this lecture as a guest 
- £8. 
To join go to www.theartssocietydevizes.org or search 
Facebook for The Arts Society Devizes. 
 
 

 

 

Boot-Led-
Zeppelin 

 
Saturday 21 December 

Main venue 
Salisbury Arts Centre 

Tickets 
from £24 

Ages 
Suitable for all 

Duration 
150 minutes  
(incl. interval) 

 



  
Proposed Zip Wire Placement 
Shown below are the proposed locaƟons for a 30m zip wire within Canada 
Woods and Community Park. This equipment has been requested by Market 
Lavington Youth Groups. These proposals are for public consultaƟon 
purposes which will run unƟl 31st January, 2025. Once the consultaƟon has 
been completed and consideraƟon given to all comments received, the 
Parish Council will have the final say on placement. Should the result of the 
consultaƟon be posiƟve, funding applicaƟons will then be submiƩed. 

OpƟon 1, On tripods by the Community Orchard. 

 
OpƟons 2 and 3, within the woods from tree to tree. 

 
 
If you would like to comment on these proposals please email: 
clerk@marketlavingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk  
Tel: 01225 760372 or use the contact us form on the website 
www.marketlavingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk  

 



 
 

 

If you love the arts and 
would like to meet a 
group of like-minded 

people then we’d love 
to meet you. We are a 

very friendly group who 
meet ten Ɵmes a year 

on the first Wednesday 
of the month in the 

Assembly Hall 
Melksham.  

You can join us free for 
your first lecture or 
come as a guest for 

only £8.00. 
Our next lecture on 

Wednesday 4 
December will 

celebrate Christmas in 
Tudor style and 

splendour. We might 
think that Christmas 

was a Victorian 
invenƟon but this 

lecture will show you 
how Christmas was 
celebrated in Tudor 

Ɵmes. 
 For details of the full 
lecture programme go 

to: 
www.tasnorthwilts.org.uk 



  
Nurture Nature 
Referring to a recent Nurture Nature arƟcle on crows, a current news item states that 
crows can hold grudges against humans, who have harmed family members, for up to 
seventeen years.  The dramaƟc sea cliffs, crags and stacks of Rathlin Island, county 
Antrim, rise more than 200 metres above the AtlanƟc Ocean and host one of the UK’s 
largest seabird colonies, including hundreds of puffins.  From September, when the 
puffins have leŌ to spend the winter at sea, skilled teams started culling the Island’s 
predators, as the final phase of a project to protect puffins.   In the first phase ferrets 
were targeted and none has been seen for a year.   Puffin numbers had declined by 
74% between 1991 and 2021.  This iniƟaƟve is a Life RaŌ Project led by a partnership 
with the RSPB Northern Ireland and the local community.  The traps are baited but 
scienƟfically designed to keep out non targeted species.  This control scheme is 
necessary to enable the sea birds, especially puffins and their young, to survive.  A 
recent Kew Gardens report concluded that a third of the world’s tree species could be 
wiped out due to climate change and other environmental negaƟves.   Species such 
as the whitebeam, spindle, hawthorn, and in Scotland the aspen.   Trees are essenƟal 
for wildlife.  Spring blossom provides nectar for pollinators and the leaves are a food 
source for a range of insects, including caterpillars, leaĬoppers and beetles. The 
berries aƩract a range of bird species for food in the autumn and winter including 
migrants, mainly from Scandinavia.  Although one is unlikely to spot a Scarlet Tanager  
on their washing line as the one recently seen in a Yorkshire  garden, which has 
aƩracted hundreds of twitchers.  This bird is a resident of the eastern seaboard of 
America, weighing approximately 30 grams and blown off course in the recent gales.  
Bird Life InternaƟonal is a worldwide conservaƟon organisaƟon concerned in 
prevenƟng species decline and exƟncƟon. Currently it has launched an appeal 
enƟtled  ‘The Lark Descending’ to save the east African Liben Lark from exƟncƟon.  It 
is quite shocking, should one log on to its website, to learn how many world species 
are on Red Lists, due not only to changing climate paƩerns but also to over 
populaƟon, loss of habitat through over development and predaƟon.  The recent 
extreme flooding in many areas of the populated conƟnents and the decline of sea 
ice in both polar regions are causing alarm worldwide.  The recent COP 29 
(Conference of the ParƟes) has been commented in the press as ‘not fit for purpose’, 
and the fact that it was held in Baku, Azerbaijan where oil and gas exploraƟon started, 
was a strange choice.  COP 30, to be held in Brazil, will hopefully be more 
construcƟve, especially as the rain forests (the Lungs of the World) are geƫng near to 
Ɵpping points due to deforestaƟon, mining developments and increasing human 
populaƟons, and it has recently been raised in the media about whether the last 
indigenous tribes can survive.  Remember that December 21st is “Robin Day” for our 
naƟonal bird, so put out some Christmas treats for them.  Let us all make New Year 
ResoluƟons to improve our environments and to discover Nature again for our 
children in 2025.                                                                                               OƟs Tarda                                                                                                                  
 



  

 

Public Rights of Way 

As said by many, we are very fortunate to have an extensive network of rights 
of way in and around our village. It’s crucial to keep them open and accessible 
and so the Parish Council has set up a Rights of Way Working Group.  

Landowners and householders have a legal duty to ensure that a right of way 
on or bordering their land is kept unobstructed and open for use at all Ɵmes. 
This includes not puƫng obstrucƟons on or across the route, such as 
permanent or temporary fences, electric fences, walls, hedgerows, padlocked 
gates or barbed wire. They are also required to maintain gates and sƟles and 
make sure vegetaƟon doesn’t encroach onto the route from the sides or above 
bearing in mind the different users, including horse riders.   Disturbance of the 
surface of routes eg by culƟvaƟng is also prohibited, as is fly-Ɵpping such as 
dumping waste or vegetaƟon from their land onto a route.  and the Parish 
Council can request the removal of any obstrucƟon, or it can remove the 
obstrucƟon and recover the cost from the landowner.  In the event a person 
and/or animal sustains injury, the landowner could be held liable. 

There have been recent reports of motor bikes riding on rights of way. Under 
SecƟon 34 of the Road Traffic Act 1998 it is an offence to ride a motorbike on 
footpaths and bridleways unless they have permission from the landowner. If 
you know who is doing this, please would you remind them, as not only is it 
dangerous and unsafe for them, but very frightening for people and animals. 
Public footpaths are only open to walkers. 
 
The Rights of Way Working Group would like to lighten the load for landowners 
where we can in ensuring that paths and bridleways are accessible as possible, 
and so are looking for people to help by joining in with a working party.  It’s 
oŌen just a case of going along with secateurs and other lightweight tools for a 
couple of hours. The more village people who can help with this the quicker we 
will make the routes accessible for people and animals and we warmly invite 
you to join us to ensure the accessibility of these routes, make new friends, 
have your say, share skills and support the community, for the benefit of us all. 

Contact: clerk@marketlavingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk  

 



  

 

 

DAVY LOGS 
 

£130:00 A LOAD                       . 

£135:00 STACKED                          . 

SEASONED HARD WOOD                   . 

TEL 01380 813699                   . 

 

Christmas Party 
in West 

Lavington 
There's a 
Children's 

Christmas Party 
on Sunday the 

8th of December, 
between 

11.15am and 
1.30pm, in West 
Lavington Village 

Hall.  
The special Guest 

will be 
Razamataz, and 

there will be 
other events too. 
The Ɵckets are £5 
per child and are 

available from 
Kyte's Garage in 
Great Cheverell. 
Children must be 
accompanied by 
an adult, and you 
must take along a 
giŌ for your child, 

clearly marked 
with their name.  

 
It's all in aid of 
Julia's House 

Children's 
Hospice. 



 

Market 
Lavington 

Library 
In the 

Old School 
 

Opening Days 
and Times 

 
Wednesday  
2 to 5pm,  

 
Friday  

10am to 5pm  
 

Saturday  
10 to 12noon 

  
Please note 

that it will be 
closed on   

25th, 27th and 
28th  

December  
and  

1st January,  
re-opening on 

3rd January 
2025. 



  

Vacancy (Permanent) 
Part Ɵme ‘Parish Clerk / Responsible Finance Officer’ 

 
ApplicaƟons are invited for the post of ‘Clerk / Responsible Finance Officer’ 

for Market Lavington Parish Council.   
The post involves all aspects of Parish administraƟon, including seƫng 

meeƟng agendas and taking minutes; dealing with maƩers arising between 
meeƟngs; liaison with Wiltshire Council and other agencies; Parish Council 
finances, VAT, the annual audit and dealing with aspects of local planning. 

Hours are worked flexibly from home, but the post-holder must be available 
to aƩend any Parish Council meeƟngs which are held on a Tuesday evening. 
Salary for the posiƟon is in accordance with the NaƟonal Joint Salary scale 

LC1, and will be dependent on qualificaƟons and experience. 
If you are interested, and would like further informaƟon, please contact the 

Parish Council Clerk,   Carol HackeƩ – telephone: 01225 760372 / email: 
clerk@marketlavingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk 

EASTERTON SHORT MAT BOWLS & SOCIAL CLUB 
is pleased to announce that, in addiƟon to our popular Thursday evening 

session from 7 to 9pm, in the Village Hall: 
We are trialling a Thursday morning session from 10am to 12, including a 
break for coffee, on Thursday 21st November and each week thereaŌer. 

The inclusive cost is only £2 (first session is free), you don't need any 
special equipment or prior experience, bowls are provided - just wear 

flat/smooth shoes, or thick socks. 
All you have to do is turn up and be welcomed, and enjoy good company. 

Enquiries to Chris Saunders 01380 812317 

With ten years’ experience as a one-to-one tutor in a school learning 
support department, I offer support in the following subjects: 

 maths and science up to ks3 

 maths, physics and chemistry GCSE. 
Contact Angela Parkes BSc SpLD 

angelaparkes33@outlook.com 



 

On behalf of the Sports Facilities Working Group.  
 
We are delighted to announce that the week commencing the 9.12.24, The 
Elisha Field will see work starting to install the Static Cardio and 
calisthenics sports equipment that we have been working so hard to grant 
fund for. All the equipment will help to improve your fitness as well as your 
mental health.  
A big thank you goes to all the Lavington Secondary School pupils who 
took the time to fill in the questionnaire.  We're sure you will get plenty of 
use from each piece. 
Whether you fit in a work out after the school run, you're getting your body 
beach ready or you are keeping young as the University of the 3rd age and 
recognise the benefits of exercise.  We want you to be able to get fit and 
healthy in your way, in your own time without paying gym membership. 
We're only sorry we cannot provide the weather.  
As with the rest of the Elisha Field, the equipment will be in place to use 
when the gates are open. Between sunrise and sunset. Please enjoy the field, 
park and facilities whilst respecting all the wonderful neighbours who live 
around the Elisha Field. It is their home as well as our Recreation Ground.  
 

HELP NEEDED 
at The Tuesday Club, Community Hall, Market Lavington 

from 1100 to 1300hrs on a job share basis. 
Please contact Anji Scofield 01380 812720 or 

anjiscofield@icloud.com. 

 



 

 



  

PURE 
EAR WAX REMOVAL  

SPECIALIST 
 Offering Microsuction and 

Irrigation in the comfort of your 
home. 

 Fully trained, Insured and covid 
safe. 

 Next Day appointments available. 
 Covering Wiltshire, Hampshire,  
            Somerset and Dorset 
 

Call 07710  552  494 
pureearwaxremoval@gmail.com 

 

FAMILY/BUSINESS HISTORY? 
 

As a mulƟply-published author I’ll recount your history  
with panache and spirit. 

Reasonable rates. 
Contact Len Markham in Easterton. 01380 818577  

or at  lenmarkham@hotmail.com 

 



  
A Message from Cllr Dominic Muns  

Wiltshire Councillor for The Lavingtons 
 
Many residents have asked me why we aren’t recycling our food waste like some 
other authorities in the UK. In short, when the Environment Act was updated in 
2021 with a requirement for councils to collect food waste and flexible plastics (film 
lids and cellophane), we were midway through a recycling contract and were 
granted an extension until the end of 2026 when the contracts end.  
We are approaching the early stages of procurement for new contracts and so 
those of you who are keen to be recycling more will be pleased to hear that we will 
be building food waste collections and flexible plastic recycling into our recycling 
programme from 2027 onwards. 
Incorporating food waste and flexible plastics is something we have no choice to 
do, it is mandated by central government, however, building it into our current 
operation is likely to cost an additional £2.4m every year! Wiltshire Council’s Waste 
and Recycling Team was therefore tasked with looking at opportunities to 
accommodate Government policy, improve recycling rates and reduce costs for 
residents. This led to the testing of various alternative options for recycling from 
2027 onwards. 
Some local authorities force residents to separate every type of material into 
different stackable boxes or bags, but our research showed the participation rate is 
lower because it is too onerous. In fact Basildon has just given up with their 6-
container recycling method and is scrapping the whole idea. At the opposite end of 
the scale, some councils have experimented with a single bin for all recycling, 
including glass, but found the mechanical sorting ineffective and too expensive 
(£1.8m extra cost per year). 
The solution approved by Wiltshire’s Cabinet on the 19th November is the right 
balance for the environment, budget and residents. From 2027 we will introduce 
one extra wheeled bin in order to separate paper and card from the current 
process. 10% of households already have this extra recycling bin, so they will see 
no change other than to use one for paper and card and the other for plastic and 
cans. For anyone lacking space for a wheeled bin, an alternative weighted sack 
will be available.  
Doing this will significantly lower the recycling reject rate (the amount of recyclable 
waste that doesn’t make it through the process due to contamination) from 22.5% 
to just 4.9% and will save local taxpayers three quarters of a million pounds every 
single year. The significance of saving £750k versus having to spend an extra 
£2.4m is massive; this money can be reinvested into our communities through 
additional road maintenance, town centre development, education or adult social 
care. 
 
The key message is that there is no change to bin collections or recycling 
procedure for another few years, for now it is business as usual! 
 

You may contact me about this or any other matter by email to 
dominic.muns@wiltshire.gov.uk or by phone on 07585 394 178. 

 



  



  Trees in our landscape – why do they fail in storms?  Can you help? 
 
High winds can see the failure of trees due to saturated earth, a top-heavy canopy or a 
compromised root-system; other factors include soil type, infecƟon, pests and 
diseases (such as Ash Die Back), grey squirrel damage and lack of maintenance.  
In the last two years we have seen an increase in flooding within our village and the 
surrounding area, with a geology of green sand we have seen land slips in Canada 
Woods and Parsonage Lane and several trees losing their grip on Spin Hill. When tree 
roots are saturated, it can cause root decay and if this conƟnues long term then the 
tree will be deprived of oxygen and will die. Trees can draw up a surge of sap into the 
canopy which can see the tree top heavy and therefore vulnerable to high winds. Ivy 
in the tree canopy was thought to be a significant problem but is not now thought 
detrimental to a healthy tree. The Arboricultural AssociaƟon say “Ivy is an aƩracƟve 
habitat for insects and invertebrates and consequently bird and animal life can benefit 
as a result of an increase in available food source. Bats, which are rare and protected 
by law regularly roost amongst ivy, as well as inside small caviƟes in suitable trees. 
It would therefore depend on the main aims of the managers of the land in quesƟon 
as to whether the ivy is removed from the trees, or it is leŌ to provide a wildlife 
benefit.” 
Market Lavington Parish Council would like your help in reducing the chaos brought 
about by falling trees during the winter. There are signs a tree may be failing and likely 
to be brought down in a storm and if you noƟce any of them, please inform the parish 
council in any of the ways listed below. If the tree is not on Parish land, then it can also 
be reported on the My Wilts App. The Parish Council can also liaise with any land 
owner whose trees are showing signs of failure near roads and footpaths. A resident 
earlier this year informed the Parish Council of trees leaning over the road on the 
corner, opposite Drove Lane and the land owner has acted. 
Signs to look out for: - 
• Deadwood or falling branches 
• Roots near water 
• Missing bark or deep marks – canker 
• Fungus on the roots and around the base of the tree 
• Cracked or raised soil around the base of the tree - heave 
• Cracks in the trunk 
• Unbalanced trees – those pruned/managed on one side only 
Trees most likely to fall in high winds are conifers, evergreens and older deciduous 
trees with shallow roots, for example willow. If you noƟce any trees you feel might 
need aƩenƟon, please email clerk@marketlavingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk use our 
Facebook page, Market Lavington Parish Council, the ‘contact us’ page on the website 
www.marketlavingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk or by telephone 01225 760372. 
Thank You – Di Fraser Local Tree Warden 



  

 

£22.50   
per hour 

 



 

     Art workshops 
 

Artist Rosemary Burn MA, LTCL, is offering workshops in 
The Old School Hall, Fridays 3.15 - 4.45.  

All standards welcome. 
 

Rosemary shows regularly in London and internationally,  
and her works are held in several notable collections. 

Please contact her through her website for details of the 
classes, or phone 07960019375 

http://www.rosemaryburnartist.com 
 

She is also a piano/ violin teacher with over 30 years' 
experience. She has a few slots available, see 

pianotuition-devizes.co.uk 
 



  The Elisha Field Closing Times 
December 7th              4.00pm 
December 14th               4.00pm 
December 21st               4.02pm 
December 28th               4.07pm 
January 4th               4,14pm 
hƩps://sunrisesunset.willyweather.co.uk 

Planning Applications 
Market Lavington 
PL/2024/09147 Underhill Nurseries, Fiddington Hill, Devizes, SN10 4BU. Discharge 
of Condition 3 (Construction Management Statement) of PL/2024/03208 (Erection 
of 4 dwellings with attached single garages). 
PL/2024/09841 Land at Freith, Widening of existing agricultural access for 
highways safety reasons. 
PL/2024/09500 Basil Cottage, 7 Parsonage Lane, SN10 4AA. Replace the current 
central heating boiler located externally and remove the hot water tank located 
internally in a cupboard in bedroom 3 as well as removing a stud wall. Replace with 
a single energy efficient oil fired combination boiler which will be located in the 
same position externally as the old external boiler using the existing pipework 
PL/2024/10382 6 Parsonage Lane SN10 4AA T1 Sycamore tree - Remove to ground 
level due to it being bifurcated at 1 meter and becoming too big for surroundings 
in garden. 
PL/2024/10445 Stonemasons Cottage, Gye’s Old Yard, SN10 4DA Oak tree - reduce 
spread of lower limbs by 3m 
 
Easterton 
PL/2024/09325 Woodland and agricultural land at Folly Wood, SN10 4BW 
Forestry storage building. 
PL/2024/09577 Queensfield, 28 Kings Road, Easterton,  SN10 4PX,  
Erection of three bay garage. 
PL/2024/09702 Forge Cottage 14 Hgh ST., SN10 4PE2 x Ash behind garage showing 
signs of dieback (T1). Fell to ground level. 
PL/2024/09700 The Old Chapel, High St., SN10 4PE Group of Western Red Cedars 
(T1) - fell to ground level as leaning heavily. 
Goat willow (T2) - Pollard to 2m. 
Woodland Pansy - selectivly prune to give 0.5/1m clearance from property. 

https://development.wiltshire.gov.uk/pr/s/?tabset-167f1=3 
Or by visiting the council offices on the Devizes Library site  

 



  



 
  

 



  

Wednesday December 18th 
West Lavington Carol Service  6 pm – Wine and nibbles  

 Carol Singing round the tree at the Churchill West Lavington. 
 

CHRISTMAS Eve 
 

4 pm ChrisƟngle  
At Market Lavington, Great Cheverell, and Easterton 

 
4.00 pm Crib Service at LiƩle Cheverell 

 
10.00pm Night Mass at Easterton 

 
11.30 pm Midnight Mass at Great Cheverell 

 
 
 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
 

10.30 am 
Christmas Benefice Communion 

West Lavington 



 
 

1st  
December 

Advent 
Sunday 

8th 
December 
2 Advent 

15th 
December 
3 Advent 

22nd 
December 
 Advent 4 

29th 
December 
1st of 
Christmas 

 
 

9.00 am 
West 

Lavington 
Breakfast 
Church 

 
 

9.30 am 
Praise and 
Worship 

West 
Lavington 

 
9.30 am 
Matins 
West 
Lavington 
 
 

10.30 am 
Benefice 
Communion 
West 
Lavington 

10.30 am 
 Triple 
Service 
Market 

Lavington, 
Easterton 

and Trinity 
Community 

Hall 

10.30 am  
BCP 

Communion 
Little 

Cheverell 
 

10.30 am 
 Triple 
Service 
Market 

Lavington, 
Easterton 

and Trinity 
Community 

Hall 
11.00 am 
Simple 

Communion 
Great 

Cheverell 

 
 
 

 

 4.00 pm 
Carol 

Service 
Great 

Cheverell 

4.30 pm 
Christingle 

West 
Lavington 

6.00 pm 
Advent 
Service 
 Lessons 
and Carols 
West 
Lavington 

 6.30 pm 
Carol 

Service 
Easterton 

6 pm Carols 
Market 
Lavington 

 
 
 
 
 

Regular worship in our sister churches: 
9.00am Sunday and 11am Wednesday Mass 

at St Joseph’s Roman Catholic Church,  
4.30pm Ebenezer Baptist Church West Lavington. 

10.30 am Trinity Church in the Community Hall, Market Lavington 

Church Services in December 



 
 
 
 

  



 
Welcome to Christmas 2024  

at St Mary’s Church,  
Market Lavington 

Sunday 22nd December at 6.00pm 

Candlelight Carol Service 
with mulled wine and mince pies 

 

 
Tuesday 24th December at 4.00pm 
Christingle 
a Christmas eve  
traditional 
event for all  
the family 
  

 

Come and warm up your voice in time for Christmas! 

An  Evening of Carols with  Bratton  Brass Band 

Free Entry – Donations  Welcome 

St Peter’s Church, Great Cheverell 

Wednesday 11
 
December 7-8.30pm 

Doors Open at 6.45pm 

There will be an interval,  bar and raffle 

For information please  phone   

Nicola 07824 397 111 


