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December Reflection 

Inside out     by Peter Trow. (pp141 CAFOD) 

 

It is not hard to imagine the crowded inn.  Friends and relatives have got together 

and seek to celebrate; the place is packed.  Some who are weary are trying to sleep.  

The place is full to capacity. There is much conversation, perhaps some singing and 

dancing.  There is no room here for Mary who is about to bring forth her son.  There 

was no room at the inn. 

 

     How common these words are, though they may be said in different ways: “don’t 

disturb me, I’m busy.”  “I would like to help but I don’t have the time.”  “I like a 

routine and I don’t want anything to interfere with it.” Or “I can’t come and see you I 

have business to attend to.”  And every time we excuse ourselves, we exclude 

ourselves from certain experiences.  Being pre-occupied is a great defence against 

anything new happening.   

 

     “I would have said my prayers but there is too much happening to me right now.”  

In such ways we risk missing the coming of God into our lives. 

 

     Yet the innkeeper, busy, hard pressed, found room.  He offered a space to Joseph 

and Mary.  Simple accommodation and into it came the Christ Child.  The innkeeper 

made room and the Christ was able to enter into his place. 

 

Amid all the busyness of Christmas, the activity that threatens to overwhelm us, the 

Church invites you to make room.  To join in with any or all the festivities the 

churches of the benefice are offering this Christmas.  To hear the story of a child’s 

birth and rejoice with us that God comes, he comes into the world, he comes to me 

and he comes to you.  So that all can rejoice in the mystery of the God who seeks to 

share in our daily lives.  We celebrate the greatest of miracles that the Word is made 

flesh and dwells among us.  Let us all give a moment to think over these words of St. 

John.  “to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become 

children of God.”  

 

So, from one child of God to another, May Christ our infant saviour, give you the joy 

of the Bethlehem Shepherds, the awe of the worshipping sages and the humility and 

love of the holy family.  

I wish you all a happy Christmas and a better new year, and may all the blessings of 

Christmas be yours.                                     

Rev. Marion Harrison 



  

200 Club 
The November prize was won by Sue Allan of Easterton. 

 

Tickets for 2024 remain at £12 each and will be available from November onwards. 

Please help support the Benefice with their costs of running the office . You might 

even win the monthly prize. You can make a payment online, or set up a standing 

order for £12 to be paid each December or January and you won’t have to think 

about it any more. That’s what I do – so much easier! The ticket sellers are; 

Easterton: Sue Allan, Market Lavington: Antoinette Fish,  

West Lavington: Jeannette Giles, Little Cheverell: Marlis Rawlins 

Gt. Cheverell: Vanessa Reburn 

Online banking details: 

To: The L C & E Benefice 200 Club,  

Lloyd’s Bank sort code 30-92-63 Account number: 03298141  

Please put YOUR OWN NAME in the Reference box so that I know who you are. 

If the uptake increases the prize money will be larger. 

bonnie_matters@hotmail.co.uk tel: 01380 722024 

 

 

TRINITY CHURCH
DECEMBER SERVICES

 

3rd    DECEMBER -TRINITY CHURCH SERVICE
Led by Mr. Eric Clifford

10th DECEMBER -UNITED SERVICE @ St. BARNABAS CHURCH EASTERTON
Led by Revd. Gary Gotham

17th DECEMBER - TRINITY CHURCH are joining with St. BARNABAS CHURCH for 

(Evening Service) ‘Nine Lessons and Carols’ @ St. BARNABAS CHURCH

(Please note there will be no 10.30am Service in the Community Hall today).

24th DECEMBER - TRINITY CHURCH  SERVICE
Led by Jo Williams

31st DECEMBER - TRINITY CHURCH SERVICE with HOLY COMMUNION
Led by Revd. Gary Gotham

(N.B. All Trinity Services start at 10.30am in the Community Hall unless otherw ise stated. Thank you.)

Visitors are alw ays welcome to call in and meet us. All services are accompanied by refreshments. We are follow ing current regulations to help keep you safe.

 

 

N.B. All Trinity Services start at 10.30am in the Community Hall unless otherwise stated. 

Thank you. 

Visitors are always welcome to call in and meet us. All services are accompanied by 

refreshments. We are following current regulations to help keep you safe. 



  REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY LUNCH 

 
A huge thank you to all involved in the Remembrance Sunday Curry Lunch on 

Sunday – the ladies and gentlemen who cooked, the servers, the bar keepers, the 

raffle organiser and ticket sellers and the “muscle” who helped us set and clear away 

the hall. And, of course, to all of you who were able to attend and make it a very 

special occasion. Final figures are not available yet but we should be able to make 

significant donations to the Royal British Legion and the Village Hall improvement  

From the organisers of RSL 

Beer and Carols 
 

Beer, Carols led by Rev. Gary  

and presentation of the Community Minded Person of the Year Awards 

 at The Green Dragon  

Monday December 11th 7.30pm start 



  Ebenezer Baptist Church 

 

‘You shall call his name Jesus’ 

 

“What's in a name?” asked Shakespeare’s character, Juliet, “That which we call a rose, 

by any other word would smell as sweet.” Smell as sweet, maybe, but I can't help 

thinking that roses are called roses and turnips, turnips for a reason. Although, maybe 

the Bard had a point. When it comes to the names our parents bestowed on us, or we 

gave to our children, I doubt the meaning of the name was a big factor. 

 

My mum wanted to call me Alexander, which has a rather distinguished ring to it. But 

my dad registered the birth and dubbed me Guy. The name means ‘wood’, 

apparently. I  guess the name was chosen more for how it sounded than what it 

meant. Unless he thought I looked as thick as two short planks. Oh, well. I’m stuck 

with it now. 

 

When it came to naming Jesus, Mary and Joseph had little choice in the matter. For 

according to the Gospel accounts he was named by the angel of the Lord. First, Mary 

was told, ‘And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall 

call his name Jesus.’ Then Joseph was informed concerning Mary, ‘She will bear a son, 

and you shall call his name Jesus’, with the added word of explanation ‘for he will 

save his people from their sins.’ 

 

‘Jesus’ is the Greek version of the Hebrew name ‘Joshua’, which means ‘the Lord 

saves’. In Jesus’ case his name could not have been more fitting. The Bible teaches 

that the Son of God came into the world as a human being to bring us back to God. 

He lived a perfect, blameless life, died on the cross for our sins and rose again from 

the dead. Now we may be saved, by faith in Jesus. 

 

As the angel of the Lord said to the shepherds of old, ‘For unto you is born this day in 

the city of David a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord.’ 

 

‘What’s in a name?’ In the name of Jesus we find salvation. 

 

Pastor: Guy Davies www.pbc-ebc.org.uk 

You are welcome to join us for our Sunday services at 4.30pm. On the Christmas Eve 

at 4.30pm we will be having a  ‘Time for Tea + Christmas Special’, a Carol Service, 

followed by a festive tea. On Christmas Day we will be joining Providence Baptist 

Church, Dilton March for their 10.00am service. 



  

Thousands of Rare, Used and Antique 

books for sale 

www.mgoddingltd.co.uk 

markg@mgodding.com   
House clearances, 

Books bought in volume 

01380 829730 

Leviathan - Art Exhibition 

A new solo exhibition by the artist Shezad Dawood 

Leviathan explores the interaction between migration and climate change. 

With paintings, textiles, video and sculpture, this thought-provoking 

exhibition offers an opportunity to reflect on the pressing global 

challenges of our time, all within the breathtaking setting of Salisbury 

Cathedral. 

28 November until Saturday 3 February 2024. 

This is a free exhibit installed in the Cathedral. 

Entry fees are included in your ticket to the Cathedral. 

Salisbury Cathedral, 19 The Close, Salisbury, Wiltshire SP1 2EF 
 



   

Repairs to all makes and models 

And MOT preparations 

Family run business 

Harry and Mark 

Established 35 years 

Phone: 01380 813663 

56 High Street, Easterton 

 

Painting and drawing class 
for beginners and 

more advanced artists  
at  

The Old School,  
Market Lavington  

Fridays 3-5pm 
Enquiries  to 

 rosemary.burn@yahoo.com 

07960010375 
rosemaryburnartist.com 

 

mailto:rosemary.burn@yahoo.com
http://rosemaryburnartist.com/


  Dick Whittington 
Dick Whittington arrives at Salisbury Playhouse for the ultimate Christmas adventure! 

Join Dick on the long journey to London to make his fame and fortune, in this classic, 

audience-favourite Panto which promises to be an unmissable experience. 

With exciting escapades, dazzling dances, and sparkling songs from our live band, 

you’ll be singing and dancing all the way home after this festive treat. 

Christmas is always a special time at the theatre and Salisbury Playhouse is famous 

for its award-winning pantomimes such as Cinderella (2022/23) Robin Hood 

(2019/20) and Beauty and the Beast (2018/19). 

This Panto is the purr-fect treat for the whole family! 

We have access performances available on selected dates including BSL interpreted, 

captioned, audio described and relaxed performances. Please see website for more 

details. 

Performance times available at 10:30am, 1:00pm, 2:15pm, 5:30pm and 7:00pm on 

various dates. Please see website for more details. 

Tickets from £17 

Salisbury Playhouse Malthouse Lane Wiltshire SP2 7RA 

Tue 28 Nov to Sat 2 Dec, Tue 5 Dec to Sat 9 Dec, Tue 12 Dec to Sun 17 Dec, Tue 19 

Dec to Sun 24 Dec, Tue 26 Dec, Wed 27 Dec, Fri 29 Dec to Sun 31 Dec, Tue 2 Jan 2024 

to Thu 4 Jan 2024, Sat 6 Jan 2024, Sun 7 Jan 2024 

Contact telephone: 01722320333 Call to check latest times or cancellations. 

Buy Tickets 

Website: www.wiltshirecreative.co.uk 

Christmas at Stourhead 
The National Trust’s Palladian house and garden is preparing to wow visitors for 

another year with the return of its glittering Christmas light trail between 1 

December and 31 December. This magical meander through Stourhead’s unique 

gardens, deep in the heart of Wiltshire, will be filled with larger-than-life 

illuminations, all choreographed to a soundtrack of much-loved seasonal music. New 

features this year include a Sea of Light stretching into the distance, larger-than-life 

crystals suspended in trees, and Liquid Lake, which fills the air with all the colours of 

the rainbow. 

The trail is designed for visitors of all ages and is accessible for everyone to enjoy. 

Your very merriest Christmas starts here. Limited capacity with timed entry. Plan now 

to secure the date and time of your choice.  

Fri 1 Dec to Sun 31 December 4:30pm - 8:30pm 

Advanced From: Peak Adult £21.50, Child £15 (Age 3-16) Off Peak Adult £15, Child 

£10; Family £70 (2 adults + 2 children) Parking £8 per car. Free for National Trust 

members when booked in advance. 



 
  

NORTH WILTS 

 OVEN CLEANING 
  

Local – Professional –  

Affordable 

 Let me do the dirty work 

 I promise a thorough clean of  

ovens, hobs, ranges, Agas,  

microwaves, or BBQ, using  

eco friendly and 

Non-caustic materials. 
  

Call Dave now on 

07706 084107 or  07703 667036 

e-mail:  

northwiltsovencleaing5@gmail.com 

  
  

 

DELICIOUS  

HOME COOKED  

FROZEN MEALS 

AT SENSIBLE PRICES 

(Prices start from £1.00) 

01380 812284  

mobile: 07584 090170  

Email: acgrew@gmail.com 

 

 



 

 \  



  
  

 

  

Monday - Closed 

Tuesday - Closed 

Wednesday - 10-Late 

Thursday - 10-Late 

Friday - 10-Late 

Saturday - 10-Late 

Sunday - 10-6 

Board games for all the family! Coffee 

lounge, cakes & pick n mix. 

Games Workshop & Army Painter 

stockists. 

 

Unit 2, Woodlands Yard, High Street, 

Market Lavington. 01380 818979. 



  

www.so-chimney-sweeping.co.uk 

❖    Camera Survey  

❖    Birds’ Nests Removed              

❖    Fully Insured 

❖    ICS Registered 

❖    Friendly Local Service 

❖    Cowls Fitted 

S. O. Chimney Sweeping 
  Call Sean on 07881 206536 

seanoades@hotmail.com 

  

 

 
TONY PARSONS 

DOMESTIC 

APPLIANCE 

ENGINEER 

Service and 

Repair   

07970 

117023 
 

 

SHEPPARD DECORATORS 
WE CONSIDER PROJECTS OF ALL SIZES 

EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR. 
  
  
  

CALL DARREN FOR A FRIENDLY QUOTE. 
01380 725652       07876433655 

WWW.SHEPPARD-DECORATORS.CO.UK 
 

 

 

mailto:seanoades@hotmail.com


  
Lavington and District Swimming Club 

Using the lovely Dauntsey School 25 metre Swimming Pool we swim in term time and 

have two separate offerings, that of Tuesdays and Sundays and that of  Thursday 

mornings. 

Spring TERM starts Sunday 7th January 2024 and includes 10 Tuesday swims and 9 

Sunday swims. The last swim being Tuesday 19th March 2024. 

The club swimming times are Sundays, 4pm to 5:30pm. Tuesdays, 7:15 to 8:15pm 

Membership fees for the term:- £30 for individual and £60 for a family. 

For further details about joining this offering  please contact Alison Andrews  

Membership Secretary on  Lavingtonswim@gmail.com 

Morning Swimming starts Thursday 11th January 2024 and is from 6:30 to 7:30. 

Membership fee for the term is £35 

For further information about the morning swimming please contact Phil Richardson 

Membership Secretary on  ladscmorningswim@gmail.com  

Alternatively for any of the above contact Club Secretary Anita Holness via email:- 

anita@kholness.plus.com 

Folktales, Fire and Stone 

 

Join us for a starlit walk around Avebury’s stone circle for stories of stone and 

wood and magic, on the winter solstice, Thursday December 21st. We’ll then 

gather under moonlight and beside a roaring fire, to listen to stories, many 

from Wiltshire. Led by renowned storyteller and writer, Kirsty Hartsiotis, 

author of Wiltshire Folk Tales, https://www.kirstyhartsiotis.com. 

More information is available on the ticket page Folktales, Fire and Stone at 

Avebury event tickets from TicketSource 

Tickets must be purchased in advance. 

Forging Fantastical is a not-for-profit project, developing a diverse programme 

of small scale informal arts events. 

Home - forging-fantastical.org 

Tickets must be purchased in advance £24 (children free) from 

www.ticketsource.co.uk/whats-on/marlborough/avebury/folktales-fire-and-

stone/e-bdplrb 

o Gather at Avebury Sports & Social Club from 6pm. o Café and bar open  

o Free car park entry (restricted to ticket holders) o Starlit Storytelling Walk 

around the Stones 6.30pm-7.25pm o Fireside tales 7.45pm-8.35pm.  

o Timings are approximate 

http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/whats-on/marlborough/avebury/folktales-fire-and-stone/e-bdplrb
http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/whats-on/marlborough/avebury/folktales-fire-and-stone/e-bdplrb


  The Edington Arts Advent Concert. 
 
Online booking for the Edington Arts Advent Concert in the Priory Church at 
7.30pm on Saturday 16th December is now live.  By clicking the ‘Book Tickets’ 
button on the website (www.edingtonarts.org) you can choose and pay for 
your seats. You will receive an e-ticket which you can print out, or keep on 
your phone, to show at the door.  Alternatively you can still use the 
telephone Box Office at 01380 831256, and we will allocate your seats in the 
usual way. 
 
Seats are going quickly for this concert, a highlight of the Edington Arts 
concert calendar.  The choir of Gonville and Caius College, Cambridge, is a 
mixed voice ensemble of choral and music scholars, and they have put 
together a lovely programme of music not only from Advent, but also of 
beautiful music for Christmas.  They were to have been conducted by their 
Director Matthew Martin, but he is unable to be there for the best of reasons 
– he’s flying to South Africa to get married.  He has handed the baton to his 
good friend, another superlative choral conductor, Jeremy Summerly, familiar 
to many of us through the Edington Festival. 
 
So – ‘Book Tickets’ though www.edingtonarts.org, or phone Chrissy on 01380 
831256. 

 
 The Ripple Effect Exhibition 
Drawing inspiration from the River Avon – it’s past, present and it’s future, a 

special, free, exhibition is taking place in Salisbury. Marking the end of a 

wellbeing project run by Wessex Archaeology, artist James Aldridge and the 

Environment Agency. 

Structured around the seasons and tracing the phases of the Salisbury River Park 

flood alleviation scheme, the exhibition features participants’ work inspired 

during the two-year creative art, archaeology and ecology project. Reflect on our 

relationship with the river, learn more about the wildlife on our doorstep and 

experience the essence of the project captured in a bespoke film. 

Free. Opening Hours the same as the Salisbury Library 

The Young Gallery, Salisbury Library, Market Walk, Salisbury, SP1 1BL 

Until Saturday 16th December 

Contact telephone: +441722326867 Call to check latest times or cancellations. 

Website: www.wessexarch.co.uk 

http://www.edingtonarts.org/
http://www.edingtonarts.org/


 

 Rhyme Time 
 

Please join us for 

Rhyme Time on Friday 

December 1st and 

15th when we'll be 

including Christmas 

songs. It's held in the 

library from 10:15 to 

10:45am. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please note that the 

library will be closed 

Saturday 23rd 

December until the 

New Year, and will 

open again on 

Wednesday 3rd 

January. 

 

Christmas Family Trail 

Follow our special Christmas trail as you walk around the Cathedral. Can you follow 

the clues to find all the hidden stars? When you’ve found all the stars, don’t forget to 

collect a sticker from the shop! Suitable for all ages. 

This is a free event, included with the price of entry to Salisbury Cathedral. 

Wed 6 December to Wed 31 Jan 2024 



  

 

 

Festal 

Evensong 

on 

Christmas 

Day 
All are welcome 

at this special 

Evensong 

service. 

 

Come and 

celebrate 

Christmas with 

us at this 

special 

Evensong 

service. The 

service will 

include 

readings, 

prayers, hymns, 

and music sung 

by the 

Cathedral Choir. 

All are welcome 

at this service, 

and prebooking 

is not 

necessary.  

 

The service will 

begin at 3pm. 

Salisbury 

Cathedral, 



  
Fireside Polo 

 

Druids Lodge,  

 SP3 4UN 

 

We hope you can 

join us for the first 

in our series of 

Fireside Polo 

events.  

Saturday 9th 

December 

Gates open at 

4:30pm. There will 

be delicious wood 

fired pizzas, 

coffees and hot 

chocolates, and of 

course a bar.  

 

Entry £10 per 

person, members 

and children under 

12 Free Of Charge. 

 

Schedule: 

4:30pm: Gates 

Open 

5:00pm: First 

Match 

6:15pm: Meet the 

ponies 

6:45pm: Second 

Match 

8:00pm: Prize 

Giving 

 



  



  
A Message from Cllr Dominic Muns  

Wiltshire Councillor for The Lavingtons 
 
By the time you read this there is a good chance you will have your Christmas tree up! 
If you haven't, there is still time, although you will be WAY behind Shaun and Kelly at 
The Churchill Arms who got theirs up at the beginning of November! I once decided to 
put a tree up on October 1st (partly to win a bet) and by the time Christmas arrived we 
were all sick of it! That said, the Churchill’s beautiful tree and lights (and The Royal 
Oak’s too!) was a lovely sight as I made my way back through West Lavington on a 
dark and drizzly evening. The weather has been so depressing recently I am looking 
forward to Christmas and spending time with friends and family. 
 
Now that the early evenings are at their darkest and the weather is so poor, it is 
important to be extra careful on the roads. Speeds which might have been fine in the 
dry are now not appropriate as cold rubber struggles to grip to the wet, leaf-covered 
tarmac. Cyclists, horse-riders and pedestrians are also more difficult to spot and so 
more care is needed when driving. If you are on your horse, bike, or on foot, please 
make sure you can be seen, ideally wearing high-vis and carrying lights. In the pouring 
rain I drove towards Potterne one evening last week and encountered a cyclist on the 
tight bends heading to Devizes. The cyclist had no lights, was wearing dark clothes, 
and was without a helmet. I remember my driving instructor warning me to drive as 
though every person you encounter on the road is stupid... on this occasion he was 
right. 
 
On the subject of the weather, I have been helping residents by drawing Wiltshire 
Council's attention to flood problem areas. I have seen the drainage teams responding 
very quickly to blocked drains across the area, but I am conscious that in many cases 
they are playing catch-up after years of not periodically flushing out pipework. The local 
parish councils have taken steps to help identify issues, including drain mapping and 
flood prevention work. If you are interested in volunteering as a flood warden, I am sure 
they would appreciate your help. 
 
Thank you to everyone who has taken the time to complete the survey I recently started 
distributing. Common priorities so far include road safety, speeding and support of local 
businesses. I will use your feedback to direct my efforts throughout 2024. As you know 
on the road safety front, I continue to push the Black Dog project forwards. Last week I 
asked Highways to use powers under the Road Traffic Regulation Act to urgently close 
the slip road north of the crossroads. Two accidents in as many months there and, in 
my opinion, there is no good reason for its existence. 
 
Thank you also to everyone who has raised concerns over the Hayfield Rise 
development and the habitation of homes on the site before the Puffin crossing is 
completed. This delay goes against a condition of the planning approval and is 
unnecessary. I am in discussion with enforcement officers on this matter. 
 
Lastly, I wish you all a very merry Christmas and a fantastic start to the new year. 
Please have a happy and restful break and take care of yourselves and each other. 
 
You may contact me about this or any other matter by email to 
dominic.muns@wiltshire.gov.uk or by phone on 07585 394 178. 

You may contact me about this or any other matter by email to 
dominic.muns@wiltshire.gov.uk or by phone on 07585 394 178. 

 

mailto:dominic.muns@wiltshire.gov.uk


  



  SAVING ‘THE HOLLY CROWN’ 

By R. S. Jones 

 

Last month, the Parish Council stepped in to help save my favourite tree from 

the chopping by the logging ponies in Canada Woods. 

 

My name is Robyn, I am 9 years old and my favourite forest to play in is 

Canada Woods. A couple of months ago I heard that some trees were going 

to be cut down, so I immediately went back to the forest to see which trees 

were being cut down. My Dad and I have this cave made out of a tree and a 

holly bush and we call it The Holly Crown. My Dad and I pretend it is a pub 

that sells butterbeer, a drink out of Harry Potter. When I went to Canada 

Woods to see which trees were being cut down, I saw The Holly Crown was 

being cut down because there were pink spots painted on it. I was very sad 

about this. 

So I wrote to the Parish Council to say: you don’t have to cut all the trees 

down, so please spare me one tree – The Holly Crown. 

Di Fraser, the Canada Woods boss, kindly asked the loggers to inspect The 

Holly Crown for me. They found out that although The Holly Crown structure 

tree is an ash tree with ash dieback disease, it has strong roots and is held up 

by other trees so it is not dangerous. Di even let me come and watch the 

logging ponies at work – the Comtois ponies were so beautiful.  

 

So The Holly Crown has been saved and I feel very happy that my Dad and I 

can play in it for longer. Thank you Parish Council! 

MacMillan Coffee Morning 
Another record-breaking year for us…. £1,150! A huge thank you to each and 

every one of you who supported us back in September, without you none of 

this would be possible.  

A big thank you to our helpers, without whom we could never achieve all 

this. Maisie and Cam on the raffle, Ally on produce, Derek and Bill with Bric-

a-Brac, Jo, Grace and Ellie on Tombolo, Sharon and Bo putting on a lovely 

spread of cakes and not forgetting Helen and Julie in the kitchen on tea and 

coffee!  

Once again, many thanks for all your continued support. 

Sally & Derek 



We have had such a busy time at St Barnabas Primary School over this  

Autumn Term.  There has been some fantastic learning taking place in  

all the classes, and it has been so good to see all the children enjoying  

their time in our school.  Once again, we have been learning about  

Diwali and we were visited by Kalpesh who had the whole school  

(including parents) dancing on the playground.   

Swimming has continued in Savernake Class with the children challenging themselves 

in the water and as a result great progress is being made.  We are so proud of all the 

children and the efforts that they are making to be the very best that they can be. 

For our Harvest Festival Celebrations, we all walked to St. Barnabas Church in 

Easterton.  Reverend Marion gave a service, and the children presented their Harvest 

Poems and songs.  We were able to send a fantastic collection of food to the Devizes 

Food Bank and would like to thank all our families and members of the community 

who contributed to our foodbank donations. 

All the children in Key Stage 2 had the opportunity to learn about managing their 

health and wellbeing when we were visited by the ‘I can I am’ bus at the beginning of 

term.  They were able to make pizza and talk about the characteristics that make 

them unique and amazing.  We were also visited by an expert educator from Coram 

Life Education who delivered workshops to the children covering topics such as: 

Friends, All About Me, Meet the Brain and My Wonderful Body.  Coram Life 

Education is the UK’s leading charity provider of PSHE (Personal, social, health and 

economic) and wellbeing education in primary schools. SCARF's whole-school 

approach supports primary schools in promoting positive behaviour, mental health, 

wellbeing, resilience and achievement. 

At St Barnabas, we are proud of all our pupils and the work they do every day.  

Sometimes we get the opportunity to show case our talents elsewhere and this year 

we would like to make a special mention to the children who entered the Devizes 

Eisteddfod competition.  It takes a lot of courage to put yourselves forward for these 

events, so we are delighted to have students with the strength of character to have a 

go.  We would like to say well done to everyone who took part.  

We are now very busy planning for the festive season, with nativity songs already 

being rehearsed!  We have a lot planned so here are some important dates to 

remember:  

5th December – Nativity Performance  

7th December – 12pm Nursery, Reception and Key Stage 1 - Family Christmas Lunch.   

8th December – 12pm Key Stage 2 – Family Christmas Lunch.   

11th December – Children’s Christmas Chocolate Tombola and School Disco 

 



 
  

 



 

  

PURE 
EAR WAX REMOVAL  

SPECIALIST 
• Offering Microsuction and 

Irrigation in the comfort of your 

home. 

• Fully trained, Insured and covid 

safe. 

• Next Day appointments available. 

• Covering Wiltshire, Hampshire,  

            Somerset and Dorset 
 

Call 07710  552  494 
pureearwaxremoval@gmail.com 

First day of Christmas  

A partridge sits in a tree  

A sign of true love. 



  News from Dauntsey Academy Primary School 

The arrival of December is welcomed with the glitter covered chaos that Christmas 

brings in our school. The children are bubbling over with excitement and it is 

beautifully contagious to us all. 

Decorating our tree 

Christmas is such an exciting time at DAPS and our diaries are crammed full of 

exciting activities. Every year, we welcome in December with our ‘Dressing the Tree’ 

event on the 1st of December. Every child at DAPS makes their own tree decoration 

to hang on the tree, normally one made of natural material in the forest, and on the 

first day of December we all hang our wonderful decorations on the tree whilst 

singing carols together. It is a wonderful way to welcome the Christmas season into 

our school and a tradition that we all look forward to every year.  

Nativity performances for our youngest children 

Our much-loved Christmas nativity is always performed by our youngest pupils and it 

is often the first time they have performed on a stage or for an audience. Our EYFS, 

Year 1 and Year 2 pupils are busy learning their lines and practising their songs whilst 

our amazing staff are working tirelessly on costumes, props, lines and choreography.  

Christmas fun! 

We also have lots of other exciting Christmas events – Christmas dinners, Christmas 

jumper day, Church carol services and class parties to name but a few. Our lovely PTA 

team also support us hugely at Christmas with the running of our Wreath Making 

night on the 4th December which only has a handful of tickets left. I love nothing 

more than driving through the villages seeing the wreaths hanging on your doors 

knowing that many of you created these whilst supporting our school. I will be 

joining you this year and am very much looking forward to making my first wreath 

with you all!  

Our PTA team also host a Festive Friday event where the children can enjoy a lovely 

hot chocolate whilst taking part in all the fun activities put on for them and picking 

up a few stocking fillers whilst there. Not only that, they coming into school the 

week before Christmas and create a full shop for our children so they can choose a 

present for their parents or loved adults as a Christmas surprise too. It really is a 

wonderfully busy month!  

School starter 2023 open days 

We have been very fortunate to welcome so many parents into our school 

throughout November who have been considering schools for their child next 

September. We welcome any of you who would like to visit to give us a call to 

arrange a time to come and look around. Whether you are choosing a school for 

your little one, moving to the area or considering an in-year transfer, it is so 

important to visit the school you are considering for your child and we welcome you 

all to come and see DAPS for yourselves.  

 

Time for some thank you’s!  

Christmas is always a good time to reflect on the help and support our school gets 



  



  

Returning after our half term break, we continued looking at Halloween – we used 

our fine motor skills to scoop out our pumpkins then we explored what the inside of 

a pumpkin would feel like with our feet; we dressed up in our Halloween costumes 

on the 31st and the children had their Halloween Party that afternoon. 

We finished that week talking about being Eco Friendly –  

looking at recycling, composting, and litter picking.  

We used our recycled cardboard to create some wonderful artwork,  

We have celebrated Diwali, making paper lanterns and tea light  

holders and talking about why different people have different culture  

celebrations and why Diwali is celebrated. 

The children worked hard to create our Remembrance Wreath which we laid with the 

other wreaths made by DAPS children when we joined in their Remembrance service.  

The children also made individual poppies which were hung on our tree in the 

garden.  Reverend Marion visited the children and spoke to them about 

Remembrance and what it feels like when we lose someone we love or a pet we have 

loved. 

We all walked to Dauntsey House Care Home and delivered biscuits to the residents, 

the children also sang a few of their favourite songs and the residents joined in.  

Weather permitting, we are hoping to visit again just before Christmas. 

 

We would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Prosperous New Year. 

 

We currently have spaces in for 2-year-olds and 3-4 year olds.  If you have any 

queries please either call us on 01380 812551 or send an email to 

lavingtonpreschool@gmail.com or managerlavingtonpreschool@gmail.com. 

 



Naomi House Salisbury Santa Fun Run 2023 
Make festive memories this Christmas 

 

Join us for another Santa Fun Run around the beautiful city of Salisbury. 

The event will start with you joining a flurry of Santas in a festive Zumba 

warm up - a brilliant experience to be a part of. You'll then kick start your 

5k which will take you around the local area and past the Salisbury 

Cathedral. 

 

You can walk, skip, jump or dance your Santa Fun Run, all you need to do 

is complete 5k in a festive cheery manner! And we'll present you with a 

medal to celebrate your achievement! 

Prices 

Adult (16+): £15, Child (3+): £10, Child (0-3): Free 

We ask that you kindly raise £50 per person to go towards the vital work 

of Naomi House & Jacksplace 

 

What's Included? 

A Santa suit and medal are included in the registration price. 

Salisbury Cathedral SP1 2EJ 

Sun 10 December 

Festive warm up starts at 8.55am with the fun run commencing at 9am. 

 

Contact telephone:     01962760060   

Call to check latest times or cancellations. 

Website: www.naomihouse.org.uk 
 

 



 



 

 

£18,75   

per hour 



  

 

Mrs. Claus is sad / always worries about him / traveling alone. 

Night Before Christmas / and all is still through the house / Children 

are in bed. 

Boots are off, feet are up / Mrs. Claus gives great foot rubs / to those 

who work hard. 



  The Elisha Field Closing Times 

Sunset times for Market Lavington 

December  2nd  4.03pm 

December 9th                             4.00pm 

December 16th                          4.00pm 

December 23rd                          4.02pm 

December 30th                          4.08pm 

January  6th                       4.15pm 

https://sunrisesunset.willyweather.co.uk 

Planning Applications 

  

Market Lavington 

PL/2023/09793  South Lawn, Kings Road, Erection of detached garage with 

studio over. 

PL/2023/09813 19 Northbrook, Two storey extension. 

PL/2023/09907 & 09115 The Barn, 2 Church Street, Conversion of portion of 

existing attached store/workshop into boot room and form opening into 

existing kitchen. External alterations to change existing door into window and 

provide new door opening. 

 

Easterton 

PL/2023/09312 The Beeches, 2 Kings Road, Erection of new 3 bedroom 

dwelling on infill land to the south east of The Beeches, 2 Kings Road, with 

existing access. 

PL/2023/09586 St Barnabas Church, Kings Road, 2 x Holm Oak trees - re-

pollard 

PL/2023/09420  Court Close, 5 The Clay, T1 Lime tree - Pollard to 8 metres to 

allow light into the garden and reduce weight from the crown. 

T2 Small Cherry - Remove dead wood, light crown raise. 

T3 Large Cherry - Remove dead wood. 

 

Details of planning applications are available at 

https://development.wiltshire.gov.uk/pr/s/?tabset-167f1=3 

Or by visiting the council offices on the Devizes Library site  

 

Thank you from the editor to all 

the volunteers who send me 

copy, who check my copy, who 

do the final preparation for the 

printer, who count out the 

bundles of magazine, who 

deliver to your homes. AND the 

people who support our 

advertisers who fund the 

magazine.                        Colin 



  



  Jive back in Time Tea Dance 
 
We are thrilled to announce that the event was a resounding success. It was a day 

filled with friendly faces, amazing dancing, wonderful music and costumes, laughter 

& fun and lots of cake. 

If you'd like to relive the highlights, we have a collection of captivating pictures and 

videos available for you to view here: https://albums.memento.com/JBIT23. 

 

We are incredibly proud to share that, thanks to your support, we were able to raise 

an impressive £900 for each of our chosen charities, Cureusher UK and SANDS UK. 

We couldn’t have achieved this without the generosity and kindness of local 

businesses. Their donations of items for the day and raffle prizes were invaluable. 

 

So many people lent a helping hand in countless ways, and we are incredibly grateful 

to our friends and family who made this event possible. 

We also want to extend our heartfelt thanks to you for purchasing tickets and raffle 

tickets etc, and for helping us raise much-needed funds for these special charities. 

 

Looking ahead, we are considering running the event again next year in September 

so look out for the adverts. 

 

Warmest regards, Nichola Humpage & Penny Read 

A letter to the editor                                                          Hit and Run on Spin Hill. 

As this is can be a criminal offence I passed this to the police. Colin Osborn 

This morning I very nearly became the second fatality on the bend in the road at the 

top of Ledge Hill leading to Spin Hill, when some irresponsible driver failed to reduce 

her speed as she approached the bend! 

The grey haired lady, driving a grey car registration RY05… could clearly see me 

walking my dog down the hill, as I do most days and I assumed she would either slow 

down or pull out but she did neither!!! 

Given that I could hear traffic coming from the Spin Hill direction I signalled for her to 

slow down but she chose to ignore this and literally drove at me! I managed to push 

both myself and dog into the hedge but still caught my arm on the side of her car. 

She continued on her way! 

So if you happen to know who this lady is please tell her that her driving is dangerous 

and that I’m ok, this time. My heart is still racing and she’s very lucky it was me and 

not one of my neighbour’s young children who regularly walk and ride up and down 

the hill, they might not have been able to get out of your way. 

Yours Sam Phillips. 25/10/2023 



 

 

  

 



  Regular Church Services for December 

Regular worship in our sister 

churches: 
9.00am Sunday and 11am Wednesday 

Mass 

at St Joseph’s Roman Catholic Church,  

 

4.30pm Ebenezer Baptist Church West 

Lavington. 
 

10.30 am Trinity Church in the 

Community Hall, Market Lavington 

3rd December 
Advent Sunday 

10th 
December 
2 Advent 

17th 
December 
3 Advent 

 Monday 
25th 

December 
Christmas 

Day 

31st 

December 
 

 9.00 am 
West 

Lavington 
Breakfast 
Church 

 

9.30 am 
West 

Lavington 
Holy 

Communion       
Common 
Worship 

  
 

 10.30 am 
 Triple 

Service at 
Easterton 

 10.00 am    
Christmas 

Communion 
Great 

Cheverell 

 
 
 
 
10.30am 
 
Benefice 
Communion 
 
Great 
Cheverell 

 11.00 am  
Great 

Cheverell 
Simple 

Communion    
 

 11.30 am 
Christmas 

Celebration 
Little 

Cheverell 

6.00 pm 
Benefice 
Service 

From Darkness to 
Light  

Followed by mulled 
wine and nibbles 

Easterton 
 

 4.00 pm 
Carol 

Service 
Great 

Cheverell 

  

 6.30 pm 
Carol 

Service 
Easterton 

  

 

 



  Special Services for Christmas and the New Year. 

ANNUAL PARISH CAROL CONCERT   

Sat 16th December 7pm at St Joseph's RC Church Littleton Pannel 

 
We are pleased to confirm this year's  Christmas concert. Entry is FREE! 

We are family friendly. All welcome so bring a friend, maybe someone who 

may have not been in church for a while (or ever) but wants a smacker of Yuletide 

fun. 

The first half will be a production of Menotti's Amahl and the Night Visitors, a 

heartwarming Christmas musical of how the three kings spent one enchanted 

evening on their way to The Epiphany. 

The second half of the concert will be our usual blend of carols, readings, communal 

singing and of course the legendary crowd pleasing 12 Days of Christmas with 

actions! If you want to join the team, please call Peter on 07906 897250. Musicians,  

singers, decorators, 

Christmas enthusiasts all welcome. 

Ebenezer Baptist Church, West Lavington 
On the Christmas Eve at 4.30pm we will be having a 

‘Time for Tea + Christmas Special’, a Carol Service, followed by a festive tea. 

CHRISTINGLE SERVICES 

Christmas Eve 4pm 

Easterton, Market Lavington, Great Cheverell 
 

Christmas Eve Crib Service 
Little Cheverell 5pm  

Christmas Eve Night Mass 
10.00pm Easterton 

11.30 pm Midnight Mass West Lavington 

West Lavington Carol Service 
Wednesday 20th December 6.30 pm 

All Saints’ Church 



 


