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Market Lavington & Easterton Church and Community News 

  

St Mary’s & St. Barnabas Church (Anglican) 

Rector: Vacant                

Address: Vacant 

Benefice Office lavingtonbenefice@gmail.com. 

Church Wardens 

Market Lavington              Easterton 

                                   Sue Allen 813603 

 

 More information can be found on our website www.lavingtonchurch.org  

 

 

Trinity United Church (Methodist/URC) 

Minister: Rev. Gary Gotham, 69 Queens Road, Devizes, SN10 5HR   

Tel: 01380 724264 / gary.gotham@gmail.com 

Church Secretary: Les Charlton 

c/o St. Arbucks Cafe,  Church St., Market Lavington, SN10 4DT 

Tel: 07962 422 624  secretarytrinitychurchml@gmail.com 

  

Market Lavington Parish Council 

Chair         Mrs Chloe Stevens 07917 098001 

Clerk to the Council                Tanya West  07770 679697          

clerk@marketlavingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk 

https://www.marketlavingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk/ 

  

Easterton Parish Council 

Chair:       R. Brooks 

Clerk to the Council     Sarah-Jane Bullock 

clerk@eastertonpc.org.uk 

https://www.eastertonpc.org.uk/ 

  

 

This magazine 

Edited by  Colin Osborn 01380 812450 colinosborn@compuserve.com 

Treasurer, Fran Armstrong churchandcommunitynews@gmail.com 

Printed by Jamprint Design & Printing   



  
Bishops July Le�er 

Some of the joys of a bishop’s ministry are Confirma!on Services, we have had 

a good number so far this year and many more in the diary. The service is both 

corporate, as the congrega!on prays for each candidate, and personal, as each 

candidate makes promises, is prayed for and is anointed with oil. The words of 

the anoin!ng remind all of us who have been confirmed that God calls us by 

name. 

This Pentecost we launched across the diocese a simple ‘Rule of Life’ as part of 

our discipleship and voca!on work. Being called by God means being called to 

discipleship. Simply put a ‘rule of life’ is our response to what God has done 

for us. It takes some the teachings of Christ into our own lives. Therefore, we 

con!nue a life of inner transforma!on through prayer, Bible reading, and 

regular worship; and we contribute to the transforma!on of the world 

through generous giving, seeking jus!ce and using our !me and talents in the 

service of God. 

This all gives us the opportunity to consider our response to God’s love, to the 

one who calls us. It may be that the Holy Spirit is nudging us to serve in 

par!cular ways in the life of the local church, or to live out our Chris!an life 

more courageously in the world. Do pick up a postcard from your local church 

if you have not already been given one and be part of our diocesan vision, not 

only Making Jesus known but being called so all may flourish and grow. 

 



 

  

 

TRINITY 

CHURCH 

JULY 

We meet in the Community 

Hall, Market Lavington every 

Sunday morning at 10.30am 

unless stated otherwise. 

We welcome all visitors to our 

informal style of worship in the 

United Reformed 

Church/Methodist tradi!on. 

All services are accompanied  

by refreshments. 

Church Minister : Revd.Gary Gotham: 69, Queens Road, Devizes,Wilts. 

Tei: 01380 724264 email: gary.gotham@gmail.com 

Trinity Church Secretary: Les Charlton   Mobile: 079 624 22 624   email: 

secretarytrinitychurchml@gmail.com 

Postal address: Trinity Church Secretary, ℅ St. Arbucks Cafe,1 Church 

Street, Market Lavington, Wilts SN10 4DT 

6th JULY -  Trinity Church Service     
                Led by Rev’d. Graham Warmington  
   
13th JULY - United Church Service  
@ St. Mary’s Church, Market Lavington      

Led by Rev’d. Gary Gotham  
20th JULY- Trinity Church Service 

 with Holy Communion 

                Led by Rev’d Gary Gotham      
27th JULY - United Service  
@ St. Mary’s Church, Market Lavington 

               (To be Announced )           
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Benefice 200 Club April Draw 

The June winner of the 

Benefice 200 Club was Sandra 

Gamble from West Lavington. 

Six more draws to go before 

we start all over again!                   

 

bonnie_ma;ers@hotmail.co.uk 

Easterton Village Hall 100 Club 

made its monthly draw at the 

Hub on Wednesday 4th June 

The winner of the first prize is - 

Nick Beard and the winner of the 

second prize is Mike Allen 

Well done and thank you to 

everyone for your support. 

It's never too late to get your 

!cket! 

h;ps://eastertonvh.org/page/100-club 

 

On behalf of Easterton PCC and all at St Barnabas Church I would 

like to say a huge thank you to all who celebrated and supported 

our birthday celebra!ons last week end. 

 The exhibi!on proved a great success with much interest shown 

in the village and church history. We are very grateful to all those 

who loaned photographs and memorabilia it was much 

appreciated. 

The service with Rev Sarah Wood-Roe the Bishop’s Chaplain on 

Sunday was a delight and very well a;ended. The furthest 

a;endee coming from Surrey and all appreciated the champagne 

and birthday cake (kindly donated by Pat Morrison and Sue and 

Gordon Somerville).  

A  big thank you to our friends from Trinity Church for the bars of 

chocolate for all fathers.  

Thank you all so much and here’s to the next 150. 

Sue Allen Churchwarden. 



  Ebenezer Bap#st                                                         Ar#ficial Intelligence 
 

My wife, our grown-up children and I once discussed which of us would soon find 

ourselves out of work due to the advance of Ar!ficial Intelligence. As a pastor I was 

pre;y confident that no AI-enabled robot could do my job. My son promptly asked 

ChatGPT to write a Bap!st style sermon on a passage from Paul’s Epistle to the 

Ephesians. It completed the task in seconds. The sermon took the form of a typical 

Bap!st message and helpfully explained the text. Would have taken me hours to do 

that. No, I haven’t been tempted to take AI shortcuts in my sermon prep. Honest. 

Apparently, many Uni students don’t have such qualms. ChatGPT and other AI 

plaHorms are being used to write essays to save budding scholars the bother. Lecturers 

complain that the a;en!on span of today’s students has been addled by their use of 

social media. They have difficulty reading the requisite number of books and then 

deploy AI to write essays on A Tale of Two Ci!es, or whatever. The trouble is that that 

AI plaHorms some!mes make mistakes. No less a journal than the Chicago Sun-Times 

recently published an AI-authored summer reading list for 2025. The list helpfully 

included a brief blurb for each !tle recommended. However, alert readers quickly 

pointed out that some of the books were fake. Rather embarrassing for the paper. 

AI no doubt has its uses, but it can’t be leJ to get on with things without our 

involvement. Just ask the red-faced editor of the Chicago Sun-Times. There is no 

subs!tute for human ingenuity in the arts, science, and literature. We cannot delegate 

ethical decisions to algorithms. Besides, we will always need the human touch. Have 

you ever tried to sort out a customer service problem using an AI Chat facility? 

‘Ar!ficial’, certainly. ‘Intelligence’, not so much. Even exchanges with other people 

using texts, email, or social media can’t replicate face-to-face communica!on. 

One of the most profound statements in the Bible is found in the opening chapter of 

the Gospel of John, ‘And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us’. Chris!ans 

believe that in Jesus God entered our world to speak to us in person. We can read his 

words as recorded in the Gospel accounts of the New Testament. Jesus did more than 

speak to us about the love of God. He came to show us God’s love for humanity by 

laying down his life for our sins upon the cross. The risen Jesus in present in the lives 

of his people by the power of the Holy Spirit. When the Lord returns his people will 

see his face and share his glory. 

 

Flaws and glitches notwithstanding, Ar!ficial Intelligence may be able to do things that 

put our capabili!es in the shade. But the most sophis!cated computer has nothing on 

human beings, whom God created in his own image. 

 

Guy Davies  www.pbc-ebc.org.uk 

You are welcome to join us for our Sunday services at 4.30pm. 

On the 4th Sunday of the month we have ‘Time for Tea +’, a short service followed by a 

tradi!onal Sunday tea. 

 

 



 

  

 

  

T.M.DICKINSON

PAINTING AND 

DECORATING

External  and  Internal

Local and Independent

Free estimates

Fully insured

Quality finish

01380 293110

07542606191
tmdickinson77@gmail.com

 



  

 

Lt. Col. Patrick Michael Richard STACPOOLE, Royal Ar#llery 

 

Just days before this magazine was sent to the printer I was told that Pat 

Stac had died peacefully in his sleep. 

 

When I first met Pat he lived at the corner of Kings Rd. and Parham 

Lane, in the house that I thought had the best view in Market Lavington. 

Pat leJ us in 2013 to move to the lawless territory of Li;leton Panell yet 

s!ll received his copy of this magazine every month. 

Pat was an ar!st, author, churchwarden, winner of a novelty Marrow 

Trophy, museum volunteer and occasional Christmas tree cu;er for St. 

Mary’s Church. I’m sure he was involved in much more. 

He had a dry but never hurHul sense of humour and will be much 

missed. 

Colin Osborn Magazine Editor. 

 

I was saddened to hear the news of the passing of Pat Stacpoole. I know 

so many of you in the village will have fond thoughts and memories of 

him. 

I knew Pat through the many and varied projects and ac!vi!es in which 

our paths seemed to merge in the village. 

Most recently he was a member of the group which created the 

toposcope, the World War One memorial, which sits close by the 

vede;e, and he planted the three commemora!ve trees along side the 

path next to the churchyard, a Canadian Red Maple, an Australian 

Eucalyptus and a New Zealand Kohuhu. He was most enthusias!c in all 

he did and a most charming man who could always be relied upon. 

He was involved in the church in different ways and was the 

Churchwarden at one !me and also a volunteer at the Museum. 

A man of many talents he was both an author and ar!st. 

Pat had the ability to light up the room with just a few words and a 

smile. 

Mike Bridgeman Friend and former Parish Councillor 



 

 

Repairs to all makes and models 

And MOT preparations 

Family run business 

Mark, Leyan, Joanna and Harry 

Established in 1984 

Phone: 01380 813663 

56 High Street, Easterton 

   



 

MARKET LAVINGTON MUSEUM SUMMER OPENING  

Behind The Old School and the Church. 

From 3rd  May the Museum opens 14.30-16.30 Wednesday, 

Saturday and Sunday every week.  

• 12th July - Museum at West Lavington Fête  

• 16th August - Imber Bus Day 

• 25th August - Easterton Fête 

• 29th October - last day at the museum 

• 4th November - AGM in The Old School 

• 27th December - Christmas opening 2-4pm 

• 28th December - Christmas opening 2-4pm   

This year the museum is celebra!ng the 40th anniversary. It was 

opened in 1985 aJer the building had been refurbished.  We are 

planning to celebrate this at our annual Garden Party on 29th June 

2025 

In July each year ar!sts across north Wiltshire open up their studios for you 

to visit, meet them and enjoy their artwork. 

It’s a fabulous reason for a tour around the beau!ful North Wessex Downs 

to visit your favourite ar!sts or to experience new or different artwork – 

oJen in the studio where it was created. 

 

The Open Studios weekends are free and there’s no pressure to buy, so if 

you have a couple of hours or a whole weekend to spare why not use our 

website to plan a studio tour. 

 

Open Studios runs on the first four weekends in July  

between 11am and 5pm. 

 

h;ps://www.marlboroughopenstudios.co.uk/ 



  
Archdeacon of Sarum honoured in Army Cadets Chaplaincy role 

The Ven Alan Jeans MBE 

Priest in charge at Bishops Cannings, All Cannings and Etchilhampton 

(1993–1998) 

Assistant chaplain to Dauntsey's School (1995–2007) 

Consultant Archdeacon for Series 3 of Rev (2014) 

 

The Diocese of Salisbury is celebra!ng the recogni!on of Alan Jeans, 

Archdeacon of Sarum, who has been promoted to Chaplain to the Forces 

Class 2, the highest ranking padre in the Army Cadet Force’s history.  

Alan, who has served voluntarily in the Army Cadets since 2002, was the 

first to be appointed as Na!onal Lead Chaplain in 2023. This role was 

introduced as part of the Army Cadets' growing commitment to wellbeing, 

which now runs as a golden thread through all aspects of cadet life. Under 

the leadership of Colonel Pat O’Meara, the wellbeing team has made 

remarkable progress across the pillars of healthy minds, medical support, 

diversity and inclusion, and chaplaincy. 

 

Chaplains have long been a vital part of the Army Cadets, offering holis!c, 

person-centred support to cadets and adult volunteers of all faiths and 

backgrounds. They provide pastoral care, spiritual support and moral 

guidance at every level of the organisa!on. 

 

Reflec!ng on the work of the chaplains, Alan said, “Padres are central to the 

Army Cadet Force, suppor!ng everyone from the newest recruit to the 

Colonel.” 

 

There are currently 87 chaplains serving over 76,000 cadets and 11,000 

adult volunteers across the UK, with hopes to expand the team to be;er 

reflect the diversity of the Army Cadets community and provide wider 

wellbeing support. 

 

To find out more about becoming an Army Cadets chaplain and serving your 

local community, visit 

 h;ps://armycadets.com/who-we-are/chaplaincy-in-the-army-cadets/ 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 



 

 



  
NORTH WILTS 

 OVEN CLEANING 
  

Local – Professional –  

Affordable 

 Let me do the dirty work 

 I promise a thorough clean of  

ovens, hobs, ranges, Agas,  

microwaves, or BBQ, using  

eco friendly and 

Non-caustic materials. 

 Call Dave now on 

07706 084107 or  07703 667036 

e-mail:  

northwiltsovencleaing5@gmail.com 

 

DELICIOUS  

HOME COOKED  

FROZEN MEALS 

AT SENSIBLE PRICES 

(Prices start from £1.00) 

01380 812284  

mobile: 07584 090170  

Email: acgrew@gmail.com 

 

 

 



Edington Music Fes#val: August 17th-24th 

 

The Edington Fes!val of Music within the Liturgy is celebra!ng its 70th 

birthday this year! Started in 1956 by the Priory Church’s new vicar, 

Canon Ralph Dudley, over one weekend with half a dozen of his choral 

scholar friends, it was part of a bid to raise enough money to repair the 

church’s very leaky roof.  In its 69 years so far, and now with three choirs, 

6 organists, over 70 par!cipants in all, and over 8 days of services, the 

fes!val has raised over £250,000 for the benefit of the parish and the 

wider communi!es which host this wonderful event. 

Its congrega!ons now come from all over the globe, from New Zealand 

to North America, drawn to what is the oldest, and generally regarded as 

the finest, celebra!on of church music within the context for which it 

was wri;en. 

This year’s theme, “The Ways of the Lord”, follows journeys made along 

roads and ways in the Holy Land, with music celebra!ng the 

anniversaries of the birth of the leading composer of the late 16th 

century, Palestrina, and of some more recent composers, Sir John Ru;er 

and Bob Chilco;, whose composi!ons for the season of Christmas 

feature in Tuesday’s ‘Road to Bethlehem’.  In between, there is a wide 

range of music from Byrd, Gibbons, and Hassler, through to Warlock, 

Daley and McDowall, taking in favourites such as Stanford, Howells and 

Bri;en en route. Three choirs will sing at four daily services including 

Choral Evensong, recorded for later broadcast on BBC Radio 3, on 

Wednesday aJernoon; a rare liturgical performance of Wood’s Mark 

Passion on Friday evening; and Choral Ma!ns on both Friday and 

Saturday mornings. Services are free, and everyone is welcomed to 

enjoy sublime music and spiritual solace. 

The Fes!val Supper, the light-hearted demonstra!on of the rela!onship 

between fes!val and Parish, is an evening of food and music this year on 

Wednesday 20th August, and !ckets can be bought from Hugh Hancock; 

musicalsupper@edingtonfe!val.org.  



Residents who, for a number of reasons, may be unable to visit their local 

library in person are encouraged to find out more about the council's 

home library service 

 

This is a free service where the local library arranges for volunteers to take 

books to residents in their homes. The service helps residents who are frail, 

have a disability or health condi!ons to con!nue accessing library services 

and can also help to combat loneliness in the process. 

Volunteers work with Wiltshire Council library staff and are DBS checked. 

They will visit regularly at agreed !mes to deliver a selec!on of books to 

people tailored to their preferences. People can also request specific 

authors, !tles and formats. 

In addi!on to the service being free to use, there are no overdue charges. 

 

The council is also looking for people to volunteer to help deliver the home 

library service. People interested in finding out more should contact their 

local library. 

A resident who uses the home library service said: "The service is a lifeline - 

I can't get to a library and reading takes me out of myself." 

Another resident said: "Excellent service, great volunteers. Makes a posi!ve 

difference to my quality of life." 

 

 

"Volunteers can also help signpost residents to other support services, and I 

would like everyone who could benefit from this service to know about it. 

 

"Our fantas!c volunteers make this service possible, and they are making a 

real difference to lives of people in our communi!es. We're always looking 

for more volunteers, so if you're interested in finding out if volunteering 

might be for you, or know someone who might, please do get in touch with 

your local library." 

 

People can find out more about the home library service including eligibility 

on our website. 

h;ps://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/libraries-home-library-service 

 



  News from Dauntsey Academy Primary School 

I am incredibly pleased and proud to announce that we achieved a Good in our 

recent Ofsted inspec!on, and this is down to the hard work of the whole school 

community – staff, governors, parents, families and, of course, our amazing children.  

We have received some wonderful feedback from the inspec!on – some of the 

highlights being: 

• Pupils thrive at this caring and inclusive school. 

• Pupils learn the importance of kindness and respect and the school is a 

harmonious place. 

• Pupils develop warm and suppor!ve rela!onships with school staff. They 

feel safe and are confident that staff will listen if they have any concerns. 

• The school has high expecta!ons for pupils’ academic and personal 

development. 

• Children in the early years enjoy their learning and relish new challenges. 

• Pupils enjoy learning in the school’s large woodlands. 

• The school provides memorable experiences that mo!vate and inspire 

pupils. 

As a headteacher, Ofsted is oJen seen as a milestone in a school’s journey that 

allows you to stop and fully review how your school is doing – just those comments 

alone remind me that we are doing a great job and will go into our new school year 

in September from a wonderfully solid founda!on.  

School pond 

I am incredibly pleased that our school pond is finally filled and ready for ac!on with 

a beau!ful dipping plaHorm for the children to access the water safely. The word 

‘pond’ doesn’t seem to do it jus!ce, maybe lake is more accurate! It holds a 

whopping 45,000 litres of water and we thank our lovely local famer Dale Allen for 

helping fill it. We look forward to the pond establishing itself over the coming years 

and cannot wait for the local wildlife to move in.  

Sports Day 

The children had a wonderful morning at Sports Day and gave it their all! We were 

privileged to be able to use the West Lavington recrea!onal field and a big thank you 

to the West Lavington Village Hall and Parish Council for le^ng us use it. Sports Day 

is a highlight for many children and it was so lovely seeing them cheer their friends 

on.    

the crazy – as always, wish the teachers and I luck, we may need it!   

Come and see us 

We are always happy to welcome prospec!ve parents to come and have a look 

around our friendly, nurturing and vibrant school should you wish to consider us for 

your children in September, whether that be as a school starter or a school transfer. 

Please get in contact on 01380 813373 or enquiries@daps.wilts.sch.uk if you would 

like to visit us to find out more. 

 



 

 
   

  



  

                           URGENT  

                             YOUR LINK GROUP  

                             NEEDS VOLUNTEERS  

 

Your Link Group has been taking people to their medical 

appointments for more than 15 years but to continue we need more 

volunteer drivers to augment our existing very small group. In 

addition to volunteer drivers, we also need additional committee 

members. 

We are now no longer able to meet all the requests received, which 

means some medical appointments are missed and that’s not good. 

We desperately need more volunteer drivers 

Volunteering is rewarding, with volunteers providing as much or as 

little time as they wish and a mileage allowance is claimable. There 

are social gatherings for both our volunteers and committee 

members.  

If think you can help your Link Group, please contact Barbara or Colin 

for more information on 01380 812755.  

Easterton, Market Lavington & Urchfont Link Good Neighbour 

Scheme.  Registered Charity No 1174506                                                                                                                             

 

 

Wanted by local elderly residents 

for one hour/day Monday to Friday  

for basic domes#c {not caring}  housework. 

interested? 

phone (01380) 812763 

 



SHEPPARD DECORATORS 

WE CONSIDER PROJECTS OF ALL SIZES 

EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR. 

  

  

  

CALL DARREN FOR A FRIENDLY 

QUOTE. 

01380 725652       07876433655 

WWW.SHEPPARD-DECORATORS.CO.UK 

 

 

 

www.so-chimney-sweeping.co.uk 

    Camera Survey  

    Birds’ Nests Removed              

    Fully Insured 

    ICS Registered 

    Friendly Local Service 

    Cowls Fitted 

S. O. Chimney Sweeping 
  Call Sean on 07881 206536 

seanoades@hotmail.com 

  

 
TONY PARSONS 

DOMESTIC 

APPLIANCE 

ENGINEER 

Service and 

Repair   

07970 

117023 
 

 

Wiltshire & Bath Air Ambulance 

Charity Raceday 

Wednesday 16 July 

Gates open 12,30 

First Race 14,30 

Last Race 17.05 

Bath Racecourse, Lansdown, Bath, 

Somerset BA1 9BU 

There are a variety of !ckets 

available ranging in price from  

£16 - £60. 

Children 17 and under go free* to 

the races when accompanied by an 

adult (*exclusions may apply). 

Children do not require a !cket in 

advance and a free !cket will be 

issued on the day. 

www.bath-racecourse.co.uk 

 



  

 



 

 

 

DAVY LOGS 
 

£130:00 A LOAD                       . 

£135:00 STACKED                          . 

SEASONED HARD WOOD                   . 

TEL 01380 813699                   . 

 

 Great Bri#sh 

Food Fes#val 

Lydiard Park 

Join us for a 

fabulous, family-

friendly, foodie-

fun fes!val at this 

stunning venue 

for the second 

year! 

The Great Bri!sh 

Food Fes!val 

combines the 

na!on’s love of 

great food and 

drink with 

delighHul venues 

like Lydiard Park.  

Expect a mouth-

watering mix of 

the finest local 

and regional 

ar!san 

producers.  

Sat. 2 August 

10am to 5.30pm  

 Sunday 3 August  

10am to 5pm 

Child !ckets –  

5-17,  

under 5's free* 

Family !ckets - 2 

adults and 2 kids 

Website link 

greatbri!shfoodf

es!val.com 



 
  

 

Bath Summer 

Fayre 18th - 20th 

July 

Milsom Street, 

Bath, BA1 1DN 

FREE & Ticketless 

Entry! 

 

Delicious street 

food from top local 

vendors 

HandcraJed goods 

and ar!san giJs 

Refreshing drinks 

and sweet treats 

Live entertainment 

throughout the 

weekend 

Family-friendly fun 

for everyone! 

 

In partnership with 

Bath & North East 

Somerset Council 

and Bath BID, this 

free, community-

focused event 

brings together the 

best of Bath and 

beyond. 

Friday 18th July 

10:00 – 19:00 

Saturday 19th July 

10:00 – 19:00 

Sunday 20th July 

|10:00 – 17:00 

 



  We have had a busy Term 6 looking at keeping healthy and well-being.  

We have been sampling healthy fruit and vegetables, talking about what 

helps us to be healthy – drinking water, ea!ng less sugar and exercise.  

The children have joined in discussions on how important it is to tell 

someone if you are sad or worried about something and we have also 

been prac!cing our yoga and going out on well-being walks. 

 

Our children who are moving up to school this year have begun their 

transi!on visits to Elm Class at Dauntsey Academy Primary school.  They 

also took part in our sponsored trike-ride where they had fun whizzing 

around the playground collec!ng s!ckers as they went. 

We held a table-top sale raising £68.50, a big thank you to those who 

came and purchased items.  We all walked to Dauntsey House Care 

Home and delivered some biscuits for the residents, the children sang 

some of their favourite songs before walking back to preschool.  

Dave Hickory, “Marvellous Maths” visited the children and held a fun 

maths workshop which the children thoroughly enjoyed.  We are holding 

a “Lucky Dip” and “Toy Tombola” stalls at the West Lavington Village 

Fete on Saturday 12th July, please come along and support our village. 

 

We are looking forward to our children’s gradua!on at the end of the 

term.  Our families are invited to join us for a picnic lunch and to share 

our gradua!on celebra!ons.  

 

We would like to thank all our families for their con!nued support, and 

we would like to wish them all an enjoyable summer holiday. 

 

We currently have limited spaces for 2-year-olds and  

3-4 year olds. If you have any queries, please either  

call us on 01380 812551 or send an email to 

lavingtonpreschool@gmail.com or 

managerlavingtonpreschool@gmail.com. 

 
 



  
A Message from Cllr Dominic Muns 

Wiltshire Councillor for The Lavingtons 

Now that the Council is back in full swing following the elec!ons in May (in 

Wiltshire at least; Kent is apparently not holding any mee!ngs s!ll) it has been 

interes!ng to receive some updates from the new administra!on. 

A main issue that impacts us locally is Black Dog Crossroads. The electricity 

supply was due to be installed in June, however, it has slipped back to August. I don’t 

now why this has been delayed, poten!ally an issue with SSE who need to do the 

work, or a decision by the Council. The installa!on of the cabling will now commence 

in early August and is expected to last five weeks. 

The actual signals will be installed towards the end of the cabling work and 

so will commence in early September. In total the project includes 4-way traffic 

signals, junc!on resurfacing, and drainage improvements. 

 As we get closer to the comple!on of the project there will need to be some 

temporary closures for side roads (Worton and Broadway) and it is expected that 

over-height vehicle access to Broadway will be retained. My advice has been to limit 

closures to nights; further Informa!on will be published mid-July. I have also advised 

that work should shiJ forwards as much as possible to coincide with school holidays. 

We also have a new development of 47 houses being planned in West 

Lavington in the field behind White Street. This has been a shock to many residents 

and feels huge given the recent developments the village has seen At Holloway Rise 

and Hedges House. A consulta!on is being organised for the aJernoon of the 9th 

July, at the Churchill Arms. Like many residents I will be in a;endance to learn more 

about the proposal and discuss my concerns with the community; impact to the 

roads, schools and doctor’s surgery surely top of the list. 

 Two worrying updates have come from Council officers in the last week. The 

first is that radioac!ve material with readings above the safety threshold was 

uncovered on a Council owned site (a former RAF base in Melksham). What is really 

alarming is that officers found out about this in January and kept it from councillors 

and the local community un!l June. The same week we found out about this, 

councillors were also told that the balanced annual budget that officers had forecast 

at the end of the last quarter had miraculously turned into a £5m overspend. I accept 

that this represents just 1% of the overall budget, however, it is inexcusable that £5m 

in costs can magically appear between the point the previous administra!on shut the 

doors and turned the lights off and the new administra!on entered the building. 

Something doesn’t add-up (excuse the pun) and so the upcoming Cabinet mee!ng 

will be very uncomfortable for officers, the new Leader and his team. 

 

You may contact me about this or any other ma;er by email to 

dominic.muns@wiltshire.gov.uk or by phone on 07585 394 178. 



  

Easterton's Mid Summer Social - July 5th 

 

Ticket Booking is now available on the Website - 

h;ps://eastertonvh.org/. 

Go into 'Upcoming Events' to find it. You can click on book !ckets 

bu;on or details bu;on for some informa!on and an email contact 

for further queries. 

Entrance !cket is free and booking helps us have an idea of numbers 

(as hall has limited capacity). 

You can book for entrance only (free) or Entrance & BBQ (meat/or 

veggie), which you pay for what you have on the evening. 

Rhyme Time 

Rhyme Time is held on the first and third Fridays of the month at 

Market Lavington Library, which is in the Old School, and runs from 

10:15 to 10:45. It’s for babies through to pre-school children,  

but if your child doesn’t have a library card it’s not a problem - just 

bring along some ID and we can issue a card immediately. 

The dates for July are 4 th and 18th, and we very much look forward 

to seeing you. 

White Horse Opera is known for its music and for its welcoming 

atmosphere. 

We are like one big happy family. 

Please consider joining our family, new singers are always welcome and at 

this !me especially altos and tenors! 

We meet on a Sunday night 6-8pm in St Andrew's Church Hall Devizes. 

Do come along and give us a try. 

who-enquiries@hotmail.co.uk 

h;ps://sites.google.com/gompels.cloud/whitehorseopera/ 

 



 

A celebra!on of PSALMS 

Bath Bach Choir’s summer concert is an upliJing celebra!on of familiar and 

lesser-known psalms: the Old Testament poems, songs and prayers from 

Israel’s history that provide us with uniquely poe!c depic!ons of the praise, 

faith and hope of God’s people. The centrepiece of our concert is Leonard 

Bernstein’s magical Chichester Psalms, his se^ng of six psalms that was 

commissioned by the Dean of Chichester Cathedral for the 1965 Southern 

Cathedrals Fes!val. Serenely blending biblical Hebrew verse with Chris!an 

choral tradi!on, the Chichester Psalms was the composer’s implicit plea for 

brotherhood and peace for displaced and troubled peoples. Its final lines 

give us a vision of a be;er future: ‘Behold how good and how pleasant it is, 

for brethren to live together in unity.’ The performance will be accompanied 

by The Facade Ensemble, specialists in 20th-century repertoire, playing 

organ, harp and percussion in a pared-down orchestra!on produced by 

Bernstein himself. 

Saturday 12 July 7.30pm 

St Mary’s Church, Darlington Street, Bathwick, Somerset BA2 4EB 

£22 £18 £15 £5         www.bathbachchoir.org.uk 



 

 



  

 

West Lavington Youth Club. 

 

 The first thing to report is that Eric Freeman, chairman for many 

years,  and commi;ee  member for far longer, has resigned,  but will 

remain, thankfully, a Trustee.  The club owes a great debt to him for 

all he has done, and during his !me he has seen it grow so 

successfully.  Sarah Baker was elected as his successor,  which meant 

we needed a replacement Treasurer…Mar!n Tenk has agreed to do 

this.  

Second, you may well be seeing the Pudsey Logo around the club.  We 

have been fortunate in obtaining a significant grant for three years 

from the BBC Children in need fund. This, together with the long 

standing support from Market and West Lavington Parish councils, the 

County council, via the Area board, and the community Founda!on 

will give us a security and stability which we have long needed.  All 

this will be used for the benefit of young people in the area.  

For any young person who might wish to join us, they are welcome to 

appear when the club is open. There are three age groups on different 

evenings, based on School years 4-6, Year seven, and then Year 8 plus. 

For younger groups in par!cular, Parents are most welcome to bring 

new starters and introduce themselves. 

Finally, we should say that the club is not planned to open in the 

coming summer holiday. 

Mike May  Secretary WLYC 



 

 

 



 

 

  
 

Summer Concert 

Lavington Community Choir Summer Concert will be held on Friday 

11th July at 7.30pm in Market Lavington Community Hall.    Tickets 

will be £8 and available on sale at St. Arbucks, Market Lavington and 

Devizes Books in June. 

The programme will include a mixture of classical, popular and jazz 

music including medleys of Simon & Garfunkel and Guys & Dolls. 

Shakespeare Live's Much Ado About Nothing 
'When I said I would die a bachelor, I did not think I should live !ll I were 

married ....' 

Convinced they hate and despise each other , Beatrice & Benedick, two of 

Shakespeare's best-loved and most relatable characters, are determined 

not to give each other an inch, while the beau!ful Hero and the handsome 

Claudio appear to make a perfect love match. 

A joyous mixture of love, comedy, plo^ng, revenge and bucolic English 

village life, with original music, gorgeous costumes and atmospheric sound 

and ligh!ng, 2025's 'Much Ado About Nothing' is directed by Gill Morrell 

for Shakespeare Live. 

Tickets cost from £10 - £25 from www.shakespearelive.com for 

performances every evening from Monday 7th - Saturday 12th July, 

together with a Saturday ma!nee, in the beau!ful gardens of Cleeve House, 

Seend, SN12 6PG. Bring a picnic to enjoy on the lawn before the play, then 

take your numbered, !ered seat in the covered stand to watch the play, and 

relish the beauty of the se^ng as the evening draws in and the ligh!ng 

comes into full effect. 

event date 

Cleeve House, Seend, Wiltshire SN12 6PG 

Monday 7th - Friday 11th, doors open 6.30pm, play starts 8pm. £10 - £20 

Saturday 12th July, doors open 12.30pm, play starts 2pm, £10 - £20 

Saturday 12th July, Gala with live preshow entertainment while you picnic, 

doors open 6pm, play starts 8pm, £15 - £25 

www.shakespearelive.com 

 



 

 
St Peter’s Church, Great Cheverell 

 

Returning for its second year 

Spring Bulb Sale 
Bigger and better 

Bulbs supplied direct from the Growers in Lincolnshire 

 

Saturday 6h September 2025 10.00 am – 2.00 pm 

The Pavilion, Great Cheverell 

 

Fill a bag of your favourite Spring Bulbs 

At competitive prices 

Delicious refreshments available 

  
 



 

 

 

£22.50   

per hour 



 

ST BARNABAS C OF E (VC) PRIMARY SCHOOL  
  Nurture, Grow, Flourish   

  

 Within God’s love, we will support and encourage one 

another to grow and flourish.  

 

Here are some of this term’s highlights… 

Sarum have spent a busy term making the most of the outside space, looking 

at insects, exploring the life of dandelions and sunflowers, looking into 

different seeds, fruits and vegetables and incorporating their findings into 

math games.  They demonstrated great team skills in Forest School, climbing 

trees and making mud smoothies in the mud kitchen. 

Silbury have been developing their computing skills, working on spreadsheets, 

looking at architectural buildings and creating their own building designs in 

the style of Friedensreich Hundertwasser, for their DT & Art projects.  Silbury 

have learnt to write a set of independent instructions, developed their sowing 

skills and learnt about height & length and how to count in twos. 

Savernake have enjoyed a term creating artwork using AI and working 

together to create an animation.  Savernake experienced an activity-packed 

day on their class trip to ‘We the Curious’, involving a bodyworks workshop 

and a visit to the planetarium, which was such an incredible experience.  

Additionally, the class have been reading The Iron Man, working hard in their 

violin lessons and enjoying a morning of athletics at Dauntsey’s School.   

Stonehenge what a term for our Year 5 and Year 6 children.  The children 

worked so hard on their SATS and we are incredibly proud of them all!  As an 

end of SATS treat Stonehenge enjoyed a whole day of Forest School at 

Dauntsey’s School.  The children spent a day at Westonbirt Arboretum where 

they explored the park, went on a treetop walk and participated in a day of 

finding art in nature.   Additionally, the children have researched UK National 

Parks and worked on designs for their biome worlds.  Lastly, the Year 5 

children participated in a Rugby Tournament and brought back a trophy! 

*We have spaces available in our Nursery Class, please enquire for further details* 

 

Drove Lane, Market Lavington, Nr Devizes, Wiltshire SN10 4NT 

Headteacher: Mrs Lindsay Clough   Tel: 01380 813436 
E-mail: admin@st-barnabas.wilts.sch.uk    

Website: www.st-barnabas.wilts.sch.uk 

 



 
 

 

 

  

 

 

July 16th in 

the Corn Exchange 

”Going Po�y About Commodes”  

by Janusz Karczewski-Slowikowski  
This lecture traces the origin, purpose and social significance of what 

were highly fashionable and oJen beau!fully decorated pieces of 

furniture in the 18th century drawing rooms of both country and town 

houses. A study of them provides an insight into “the politer way of 

living” of that !me. 

As Sheraton put it, commodes were “…never intended for use, but for 

ornament” - not an a;ribute of that other item of the same name! 

 

Why not come to this lecture as a guest?- £8 on the door. Please email us 

first at theartssocietydevizes@gmail.com. 

To join the Society, go to www.theartssocietydevizes.org or search 

Facebook for The Arts Society Devizes. 

Please be in your seats for 10:45 am. 

 Lecture starts at 11 am through to 12 noon.  

It is our AGM for 15 minutes beforehand 

Coffee is available beforehand. 



  

The Elisha Field Closing Times 

July 5   9.25pm 

July 12   9.20pm 

July 19   9.13pm 

July 26   9.04pm 

August 2  8.53pm 

h;ps://sunrisesunset.willyweather.co.uk 

Planning Applications 
Market Lavington   

PL/2025/01546 1 Rochelle Court,  SN10 4AT. PV panels installation on roof 

and proposed air source heat pump. 

PL.2025/04249 The Barn, Spin Hill, SN10 4NS. Proposed dormer extension 

and retrospective change of use of barn from agricultural use to home 

work space, home gym and dog grooming business. 

 

Easterton 

PL/2025/04388, Paxton Cottage, 3 Kings Road, SN10 4PS. Alterations to 

existing annex/garage structure which includes repurposing the garage and 

enclosing the open carport to expand annex accommodation. 

PL/2025/04753 Ridgeway House, 20 White Street, SN10 4NZ. 

T1 - Acer tree - crown reduce by 30% and remove deadwood 

T2 - 2 x Silver Birch trees - crown reduce by 20%-30% 

T3 - Yew tree - shape and trim by 20% 

PL/2025/05060 Highlands House, 60 High Street, SN10 4PG 

Beech - Reduce by 3m off neighbours house. 

4 Sycamore - Fell. 

2 Elm - Fell. 

Group of Elm - Clear off front barn. 

Hazel - Fell. 

Group of Hazel - Reduce by 3m. 

Group of Fruit trees - Prune back to previous points. 

Horse chestnut - Remove large branch over garden. 

 

https://development.wiltshire.gov.uk/pr/s/?tabset-167f1=3 

Or by visiting the council offices on the Devizes Library site  

A golden sun descends, 

July's evening paints the 

sky, 

Daylight soOly sleeps. 

 

  Anon. 



  

We are incredibly fortunate in Market Lavington to have a thriving Scout 

Group. Scou!ng is an en!rely voluntary undertaking and relies heavily on 

the contribu!on of Volunteer Leaders and parent helpers to plan and 

organize exci!ng ac!vi!es to challenge and grow our young people. This 

is really the front window of Scou!ng. 

 

Suppor!ng this is our Trustee Board. Like the Group and Sec!on Leaders 

the Trustees are all volunteers. Some became engaged because their 

children were moving through Scouts, others because they wished to help 

in the community. Their role is to work together as charity trustees to 

make sure that Scouts can run safely and legally. At the heart of their role 

is strategy, performance and assurance, they need to ‘see the big picture’ 

to make sure the groups have the financial and physical resources to 

operate. Without the Trustees the Scout Group could not operate in the 

way it does due to the legisla!ve requirements enforced by the Charity 

Commission. 

 

Anyone over the age of 18 can become a Trustee and together they 

manage money, ensure that Scout policies and relevant legisla!on are 

followed, look aJer buildings and property, manage risks and plan for the 

future of the group. Looming large for the Trustees of 1LSS is the 

construc!on of a purpose-built Scout Hall on the Elisha Field following the 

sale of the Workmans Hall in the village last year.  

 

 

An appeal to supporters, friends and former scouts 

and sea scouts in and around the Lavingtons 



  

Most of the Trustee posi!ons are general appointments but two have 

specific roles: 

• The Chair: 

o Leads the Trustee Board, 

o Plans the !mings and agenda for Trustee mee!ngs, 

o Leads the Trustee mee!ngs and Annual General Mee!ng, 

o Liaises with lead volunteers, and; 

o Leads recruitment for new Trustees, suppor!ng other Trustees 

through induc!on etc. 

• The Treasurer: 

o Looks aJer finances, collec!ng membership fees and making 

payments, 

o Shares details about income and spend with the other Trustees, 

o Makes sure GiJ Aid is being claimed. 

o Makes sure proper accounts are kept and draws up policies on 

finance and investment. 

 

Our current Chair and Treasurer are both stepping down aJer many 

years of service to the Group. We have a new Treasurer but the Chair 

posi!on is vacant. This is a great opportunity for someone to really 

support a local community ac!vity. Although the Chair leads the board 

they are supported by all of the other Trustees. 

 

It is vitally important for us to fill the role of the Chair before our AGM on 

17th September. We would ask all adults either involved in the Scouts or 

living in the local area to consider volunteering to become a Trustee and 

possibly the Chair. For more informa!on or to register your interest 

please contact Sean O’Gorman via sean.sphinx@gmail.com 

 

We invite you all to our Annual General Mee#ng at 6pm 

on Wednesday 17th September at the Elisha Field in 

Market Lavington. 



  

 



 

 



 

  

 



 
  

Corsley House - Open Garden for NGS 

A garden full of surprises to reflect the eclec!c nature of a Georgian home 

with a secret Jacobean facade. A unique sculpted wave lawn and a truly 

excep!onal walled garden. Many well preserved ancient outbuildings such 

as a po^ng and apple storage shed and a granary built on staddle stones. 

All gloriously overlooking the Na!onal Trusts Cley Hill. 

Sunday 27 July Admission £10, Children free. Tea, coffee & cake. 

Times:11:00 to 17:00 

Corsley House, Warminster, Wiltshire BA12 7QH 



  
It is with great excitement to announce that in it's first year of entering 

Easterton has only gone and won FIRST prize in the Best Newcomer category. 

Admi;edly we do share first prize with another village - Swallowcliffe but we 

s!ll came First! 

 

This is an amazing achievement and must be celebrated. 

 

Hopefully we can enter again next year and include Easterton Sands and 

Eastco;. 

 

A huge hearHelt thanks from all to everyone who has taken the !me in their 

busy schedule to help win this award.. 

 

We await the official announcement on the CPRE BKV website  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6th July 
 
 

 13th July 
 

20th July 27th July 3rd August 

 9am 9am 
Breakfast 
Church 
 West 

Lavington 

   
 
 

 

 9.30 am   Praise and 
Worship 
West 
Lavington 

 

 10.00 am Welcome to 
Worship 

Great 
Cheverell 

  

Benefice 
Service 

Communion 
St Peter’s, 

Great 
Cheverell - 

guest  
speaker 
Fergus 

Stewart, 
CEO of 

WiltsYouth 
for Christ 

10.30 am United 
Service 

with Trinity 
& St 

Barnabas 
St Mary’s 

Market 
Lavington 

Benefice 
Service 

Communion 
West 

Lavington 
All Saints’ 

United 
Service 

with Trinity 
& St 

Barnabas 
St Mary’s 
Market 

Lavington 

Benefice 
Service 

Communion 
St Peter’s, 

Little 
Cheverell 

11.00 am 6.00pm 
Taizé 

Service 
followed by 

supper. 
Great 

Cheverell 

 Morning 
Prayer 
Great 

Cheverell 

 

Church Services in July 



 

 

 

  

Haiku for a heat wave 

 

In Summer’s fierce heat 

Sparrow hops into backyard 

birdbath: cooling, splash. 

 

Joan Loveridge-Sanbonmatsu 



 


