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“Neighbourhood plans can identify 

and allocate sites for new 

development including housing, 

employment, business use, leisure and 

other forms of development. 

They can also protect and safeguard 

land for future uses such as open 

space.” 

Locality guidance on NP. 
 

Moving to the heart of the Plan …  

During March and April, the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group has been hearing 

from individuals across the Parish about their ambitions and concerns for the future 

of Market Lavington. The response to the public consultation is a core element in 

the work being done over the months ahead. Thank you to everyone who 

responded. 

THE NEXT STAGES OF THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN NOW UNDER WAY. 

1. Independent specialists AECOM – funded by charity Locality – are conducting a 

detailed analysis of housing needs in the village. The analysis will provide key 

data and guidance to support our eventual proposals for new housing. 

2. AECOM are also starting their detailed assessment of land to meet the number 

of new homes needed to fulfil Local Plan requirements. The focus is on whether 

a plot of land is “developable and deliverable”. Most sites being assessed have 

been put forward by landowners following the call for sites at the end of last 

year.  

Others have been identified through Wiltshire Council’s own strategic 

programme. Both these pieces of work will continue through the summer. 

AECOM’s draft conclusions are expected be delivered to the Steering Group in 

July. Once the Steering Group is satisfied and AECOM have delivered their final 

draft, the Steering Group will prepare recommendations to be put to a second 

major consultation with the Parish. This will likely be in early autumn (to be 

confirmed). 

3. The third piece of work to be pursued through the summer is the gathering of a 

wide body of evidence by Neighbourhood Plan work groups that will support 

the policies and other essential material needed for the new Plan.  

IF YOU’D LIKE TO HELP, HAVE IDEAS, CONCERNS OR COMMENTS – you can always  

get in touch via the website marketlavingtonNP2.org.uk.  Or you can drop a note via 

the Parish Clerk at Market Lavington Parish Council, The Old School, Church Street, 

Market Lavington SN10 4DT.  
 

 



  
Market Lavington & Easterton Church and Community News 

  

St Mary’s & St. Barnabas Church (Anglican) 

Rector: Vacant                

Address: The Rectory, 25 White Street, West Lavington, SN10 4LW 

(01380) 816963 

Benefice Office as above                 churchlavington@gmail.com  

The office is now open twice a week, 

Mondays and Wednesdays, from 9.00am to 1.00pm. 

Church Wardens 

Market Lavington              Easterton 

                                   Sue Allen 813603 

 

 More information can be found on our website www.lavingtonchurch.org  

 

Trinity United Church (Methodist/URC) 

Minister: Rev. Gary Gotham, 69 Queens Road, Devizes, SN10 5HR   

Tel: 01380 724264 / gary.gotham@gmail.com 

Church Secretary: Les Charlton 

c/o St. Arbucks Cafe,  Church St., Market Lavington, SN10 4DT 

Tel: 07962 422 624  secretarytrinitychurchml@gmail.com 

  

Market Lavington Parish Council 

Chair                Vacant until May 20th 

Clerk to the Council                Tanya West           

clerk@marketlavingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk 

https://www.marketlavingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk/ 

  

Easterton Parish Council 

Chair:       Vacant until May 19th 

Clerk to the Council     Sarah-Jane Bullock 

clerk@eastertonpc.org.uk 

https://www.eastertonpc.org.uk/ 

 This magazine 

Edited by  Colin Osborn 01380 812450 colinosborn@compuserve.com 

Treasurer, Fran Armstrong churchandcommunitynews@gmail.com 

Printed by Jamprint Design & Printing   



  

Benefice 200 Club April Draw 

The winner of the April draw of the Benefice 200 Club is another resident 

of Easterton, Peter Parmee.   

Congratula=ons Peter.                                     bonnie_ma?ers@hotmail.co.uk 

May Reflec7on 

St. Peter was originally named Simon, and was a member of a group of 

Galilean fishermen some of whom were called to the faith by Jesus. Simon 

was a powerful and extrovert character, and Jesus gave him the name 

‘Peter’ meaning ‘rock’, saying symbolically “on this rock I will build my 

church”. A defining moment for Peter, and iden=fying him as a corner-

stone of the early Chris=an movement. 

 

As leader of the disciples, he witnessed many of the key moments of 

Jesus’s ministry, including the transfigura=on and the agony of 

Gethsemane. Peter is best known for his deep, though some=mes faltering 

faith – he famously denied knowing Jesus three =mes in Gethsemane – 

during events leading up to the crucifixion. Peter was also impetuous but, 

despite the odd human weakness, he demonstrated an extraordinarily 

deep faith. 

 

ABer the resurrec=on, he was forgiven and restored by Jesus who 

instructed him to “feed my sheep”, importantly commissioning him as 

leader of the early church. In doing so, Peter preached boldly and travelled 

widely performing healings and conversions, and helped to establish the 

church in Jerusalem and beyond. His travels ended with his martyrdom in 

Rome, where he was arrested, condemned to death by Emperor Nero, and 

crucified. 

 

Our church of St. Peter’s, Great Cheverell, reflects his legacy of faith and 

perseverance, and serves as a place of worship and community. His story of 

doubt, redemp=on and ul=mate deep devo=on resonates with all 

Chris=ans making him a fiFng Patron for this place of faith and worship. 

 

We shall be celebra=ng St. Peter with a Flower Fes=val over the weekend 

of 28th/29th June, as well as a Teddy Bear Zip Wire Event on the Saturday 

and a Patronal service at 10.30am on the Sunday.  

All are welcome. 



 

  

 

TRINITY 

CHURCH 

MAY 

We meet in the Community 

Hall, Market Lavington every 

Sunday morning at 10.30am 

unless stated otherwise. 

We welcome all visitors to our 

informal style of worship in the 

United Reformed 

Church/Methodist tradi=on. 

All services are accompanied  

by refreshments. 

Church Minister : Revd.Gary Gotham: 69, Queens Road, Devizes,Wilts. 

Tei: 01380 724264 email: gary.gotham@gmail.com 

Trinity Church Secretary: Les Charlton   Mobile: 079 624 22 624   email: 

secretarytrinitychurchml@gmail.com 

Postal address: Trinity Church Secretary, ℅ St. Arbucks Cafe,1 Church 

Street, Market Lavington, Wilts SN10 4DT 

 4th  MAY -  Trinity Church Service     
                      Led by Isabel Smears  
  

 11th MAY -  United Church Service @ 
St.Barnabas Church Easterton      
                     Led by Rev’d. Gary Gotham  
 

18th MAY - Trinity Church Service with Holy 
Communion 

                     Led by Rev’d Gary Gotham   
    
25th MAY - United Rogation Service @  
St. Barnabas Church Easterton 

                    (Local Arrangement )           
                                                                                                                             

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

St. ARBUCKS  

COMMUNITY CAFE 

We are here to serve the 

community. Come in on your 

own, or with friends. 

Delicious cakes, a range of 

teas, lovely coffee, 

milkshakes, ice creams, 

snacks and lots more. 

Eat in or takeaway. 

 

Opening hours 
Monday       10.00 am - 2.00 pm 

Tuesday      10.00 am - 2.00 pm 

Wednesday 10.00 am - 2.00 pm 

Thursday     10.00 am - 2.00 pm 

Friday          10.00 am - 2.00 pm 

Saturday      10.00 am - 1.00 pm 

 

Where to find us:-  
1 Church Street, 

Market Lavington,SN10 4DT  
Tel: 01380 816145 

h?ps://saintarbucks.org.uk/welcome/ 

 

 

The bells of 

St Peter’s Great Cheverell, 

All Saints West Lavington 

& 

St Mary’s Market Lavington 

will be ringing  

on the evening of  

Thursday 8 May  

to commemorate the  

80th Anniversary of VE Day. 

 



  Ebenezer Bap7st Church                              Read the world’s bestselling book 

 

The Times newspaper recently published an in-depth survey of the 

aFtudes and opinions of ‘Genera=on Z’, people born between 1997 and 

2013. Interes=ngly, the younger genera=on seems to be more a?uned to the 

spiritual side of life. According to The Times, “62 per cent of 18 to 24-year-

olds iden=fied as either ‘very’ or ‘fairly’ spiritual.” 

Allied to this is a new interest in the Bible among Gen Zers. 

Publishers report that between 2019-24 there was an 87 per cent increase in 

Bible sales. People are evidently searching for something that will make 

sense of their lives and give them hope. 

So, what's the Bible all about? First and foremost it's a book about 

God. According to the Good Book, he's a God of sovereign purpose, 

boundless love, awesome power and spotless purity. The one true and living 

God eternally exists in three glorious Persons - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

The Bible teaches that human beings are made in the image of God. But sin 

has ruined our rela=onship with God. We are made for him and nothing less 

than knowing God can sa=sfy the human heart. The Son of God, Jesus Christ 

became man in order to die on the cross that we might be put right with 

God. 

But Jesus did not stay dead. God raised him from the grave and 

exalted him to heaven. In Jesus Christ, God offers us a rela=onship with 

himself that is real and sa=sfying by the power of the Holy Spirit. The Bible 

says that one day we will all have to give an account to God for the way we 

have lived our lives. Jesus died in our place so that we might not be 

condemned but have everlas=ng life. 

According to Guinness World Records, the best-selling book of all 

=me is the Chris=an Bible. The Holy Scriptures have something to say to 

people of all genera=ons. Why not give it a read yourself? A wide variety of 

English transla=ons are available for free on BibleGateway.com, or you can 

get a hard copy in most bookshops. The Gospel According to John in the New 

Testament would be a good place to start. A?ending a church where the 

Bible is explained and applied will also help you get to grips with the 

message of God's Word.  

Guy Davies  www.pbc-ebc.org.uk 

You are welcome to join us for our Sunday services at 4.30pm. On the 4th 

Sunday of the month we have ‘Time for Tea +’, a tradi=onal Sunday tea, 

followed by a short service. 



 

  

Thousands of Rare, Used and Antique 

books for sale 

www.mgoddingltd.co.uk 

markg@mgodding.com   
House clearances, 

Books bought in volume 

01380 829730 

  

T.M.DICKINSON

PAINTING AND 

DECORATING

External  and  Internal

Local and Independent

Free estimates

Fully insured

Quality finish

01380 293110

07542606191
tmdickinson77@gmail.com

 



 



 

 

  

Repairs to all makes and models 

And MOT preparations 

Family run business 

Mark, Leyan, Joanna and Harry 

Established in 1984 

Phone: 01380 813663 

56 High Street, Easterton 

   



 

  

 

 

 

 



  
Best Kept Village Compe77on 

Appeal for Plants 

 

If you have some spare plants that you are willing to donate for the planters 

which will be appearing around the village in the next couple of weeks, we 

would be delighted to hear from you. 

 

Contact us on eastertonbkv@aol.com and we will collect them from you. 

 

Many thanks 

Adrian, Caro and The BKV Team 

Secret Gardens 2025 (£10 per head) 

 

On Sunday 25 May 2025, 13:00-17:00, The Friends of Salisbury Cathedral hold 

their 9th annual Secret Gardens of the Close. This wonderful event is the 

highlight of our calendar and is immensely popular with Friends and visitors 

alike. 

 

This year, 11 property owners within the Close will open their gates to visitors 

to explore their beau=ful private gardens against the seFng of our wonderful 

Cathedral. 

 

Tea and cake will be available in the Bishop’s garden at South Canonry, with an 

exhibi=on of botanical art in the Medieval Hall, with artwork for sale.T 

he entry fee is £10 per person (under 16s free), payable on the day at the tent 

on Choristers’ Green. Early bird booking will be available for Friends’ 

members. 

All are welcome. 

Summer Sudans Fete (£2 Adults, Children free) 

 

In aid of the Salisbury Sudan Medical Link join Bishop Stephen and Carol in 

the annual Summer Sudans Fete, in South Canonry on 15 June, 14:00-17:00.  



  
NORTH WILTS 

 OVEN CLEANING 
  

Local – Professional –  

Affordable 

 Let me do the dirty work 

 I promise a thorough clean of  

ovens, hobs, ranges, Agas,  

microwaves, or BBQ, using  

eco friendly and 

Non-caustic materials. 

 Call Dave now on 

07706 084107 or  07703 667036 

e-mail:  

northwiltsovencleaing5@gmail.com 

 

DELICIOUS  

HOME COOKED  

FROZEN MEALS 

AT SENSIBLE PRICES 

(Prices start from £1.00) 

01380 812284  

mobile: 07584 090170  

Email: acgrew@gmail.com 

 

 

 



  
Sudan and South Sudan Partnership – A 7me of crisis 

We have been fortunate to celebrate a peaceful Easter in our land, we find 

Sudan and South Sudan in probably the most desperate state in more than 25 

years of our half century of partnership. This Spring marks the second 

anniversary of the conflict in Sudan, and the BBC has reported that figh=ng 

between the Sudan Armed Forces (SAF) and the Rapid Support Forces (RSF) 

has claimed more than 150,000 lives. The UN calls it the world’s largest 

humanitarian crisis in which some 12 million people have been forced to flee 

their homes, crea=ng new crises par=cularly in neighbouring Chad and South 

Sudan.                                                                                                                                                

As the conflict intensified, Archbishop Ezekiel Kondo, his family and staff were 

forced to flee and with other supporters we helped him re-establish the 

Episcopal Church HQ in Port Sudan on the Red Sea coast. More recently the 

SAF has recaptured most of Khartoum including the symbolically important 

Presiden=al Palace. The RSF is now concentrated in El-Fasher in the Darfur 

region in the north and west of Sudan. It has been responsible for the most 

appalling atroci=es yet denies it is ethnic cleansing but “tribal conflict”. Efforts 

are being considered for the Interna=onal Criminal Court (ICC) to inves=gate. 

The UK Government’s recent decision to reduce the Overseas Development 

Aid budget is very disappoin=ng.                                                                                                                                                                           

In South Sudan, violence has returned too. Many people worry that Juba may 

be consumed by violence again, most recently triggered by President Salvar 

Kiir arres=ng the First Vice-President Riek Machar. The South Sudan Council of 

Churches  has been urging all par=es to seek peace and not conflict. “Faith 

before tribe” should be the guiding principle but that is easily said but much 

harder to prac=ce. How do we do that ourselves? 

 

Our partnership with the Sudans is founded on prayer and fellowship so 

please con=nue to hold the people of the Sudans in your prayers. 

One way in which you can offer prac=cal help is by suppor=ng the Sudan 

Medical Link Fete, held in my garden on Sunday 15th June at 2pm. All are 

welcome as we raise much needed funds for medical aid for families in South 

Sudan. 

 

+Stephen, Bishop of Salisbury 



 
   

  



 

  

 
 

Ini=al guidance and instruc=on will be given and all equipment is provided.  

 

Please don’t worry if you have never swung a mallet before 

– it is a most enjoyable game with a li?le s=mulatng compe=veness and 

requiring a small amount of thought – all played in the glorious seY ng of 

Urchfont Cricket Club overlooking Redhorn Hill and the surrounding 

countryside. 

It provides gentle exercise, plenty of fresh air and a chance to meet new 

people. 

 

There is ample parking available and you can always bring your own 

sandwiches and tea and cakes if you want to round off the day! 

 

Although we can play most days of the week there are regular sessions on 

Mondays and Wednesdays from 2-4pm in the summer and 

1-3pm in the winter. 

 

There is a Fun Day on May 21  and you would 

be most welcome to come along and start the ball rolling. 

 

Please contact Peter Small on 01380 840994 

or Nigel Partridge on 01380 840701  

if you would like to take up either of these offers or 

if you need any more informa=on. 

 

 



SHEPPARD DECORATORS 

WE CONSIDER PROJECTS OF ALL SIZES 

EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR. 

  

  

  

CALL DARREN FOR A FRIENDLY 

QUOTE. 

01380 725652       07876433655 

WWW.SHEPPARD-DECORATORS.CO.UK 

 

 

 

www.so-chimney-sweeping.co.uk 

    Camera Survey  

    Birds’ Nests Removed              

    Fully Insured 

    ICS Registered 

    Friendly Local Service 

    Cowls Fitted 

S. O. Chimney Sweeping 
  Call Sean on 07881 206536 

seanoades@hotmail.com 

  

 
TONY PARSONS 

DOMESTIC 

APPLIANCE 

ENGINEER 

Service and 

Repair   

07970 

117023 
 

 

 



 



  

We are looking for carers local to Market Lavington 
 

We are looking for local Support Workers to provide independence to our 

son who is 41 years of age and lives in his adapted bungalow 

 

ShiB are 5 days out of 7 and hours are 7.50 am un=l 3.00 pm and 2.50 un=l 

10 pm with two days off 

 

Training both Mandatory and prac=cal can be offered. 

It is a PAYE posi=on and you need:- 

 

Enhanced DBS which we can arrange if you do not have one 

Right to work 

Qualifica=ons 

2 x references 

2 x photo ID 

 

I can supply an applica=on form and job descrip=on. 

Please contact me if interested and discuss 

Suzanne Morrison  

07920181312  



 

 

 

DAVY LOGS 
 

£130:00 A LOAD                       . 

£135:00 STACKED                          . 

SEASONED HARD WOOD                   . 

TEL 01380 813699                   . 

 

 

Our next lecture 

on Wednesday 7 

May at 11am in 

the Assembly 

Hall in Melksham 

will be a treat for 

Opera lovers. 

Simon Rees, 

formerly of the 

Welsh National 

Opera, will guide 

us through every 

backstage step 

that leads to a 

memorable 

opera 

production. 

 

You can attend 

your first lecture 

for free, regular 

guests £8. 

 

 

For details of the 

full lecture 

programme go 

to: 

www.tasnorthwil

ts.org.uk 
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Village Barn Dance 
Featuring Blazing Saddles 

Friday 6th June 2025 

7.30pm Potterne Village Hall 
Tickets £15 

 including Ploughman’s Supper 
 (v, vg and gf available, please advise when booking)  

Tickets sold in advance. 

 (Purchase early to avoid disappointment!) 

Bar and Raffle 

 
Tickets available from Nesta Pudney 01380 500098 / 07704377287/ 

npudney1@sky.com 

 

This is a fundraising event for Potterne Youth Club 

and will be a great night. 

 

 Please come along and join the fun! 

 



 



 

 



  

 

Trymnells - Open Garden for NGS 

Trymnells garden was started approx 8 yrs ago. It is now maturing and has 

many trees, shrubs, hedges and perennials. The garden is steep and 

slopes up from the property and reaches a steep bank at the very top. 

Sleepers, fences, walls and plants have imposed a sense of structure with 

bulbs and perennials providing wonderful colour. 

Sunday 18 May (12-5). Admission £5, Children free. 

Trymnells, Devizes, Wiltshire SN10 5PH 

 ABernoon tea is available throughout the aBernoon.  



 

 

 



 

 

  

 
From celebra=ng World Book Day & Comic Relief to preparing our Year 6 

students for the next stage in their academic journey, here at St Barnabas we 

have had a very busy & exci=ng term!   

Here are some of this term’s highlights… 

Sarum Class have had a great =me learning about our Wonderful World.  The 

children have been learning about maps whilst crea=ng their own.  They 

enjoyed looking for signs of spring during a spring walk and looking aBer 

tadpoles in their pond.  They explored the book 'Ten ways to help our world' 

which helped them understand many ways they can also help our wider 

world for the future.  They learned what it means to 're-cycle' and talked 

about ways they could do be?er at school. 

Silbury visited SS Great Britain as part of their History topic.  Discovering 

interes=ng facts about Brunel and his achievements, a?ending a workshop 

and re-enac=ng the launch party of the ship, whilst dressed in character 

from that period.  Addi=onally, they’ve enjoyed Forest School every week, 

where they explored our Forest School and the areas within it, helped clean 

up the garden, used their tree climbing skills and have begun to make their 

own bee homes. 

Savernake were visited by an archaeologist who demonstrated the type of 

items that may have been discovered during digs over the historical =meline.  

The children have been working hard on their DT project crea=ng Moving 

Monsters, which move through pneuma=cs. 

Stonehenge - from winning a top-team trophy at a netball tournament to 

enjoying a visit from the author of The Becket List, our Stonehenge students 

have had a great term.  Year 6 have been developing their reasoning skills 

and have been exploring how to solve problems involving sta=s=cs and 

geometry.  Year 5 have been developing their knowledge and understanding 

of shape and measure.  We hope you join us in wishing our Year 6 pupils the 

best of luck in their upcoming SATS (they have studying very hard)! 

 



  

Rhyme Time 

Rhyme Time is held on the first and third Fridays of the month at Market Lavington 

Library, which is in the Old School, and runs from 10:15 to 10:45. It’s for babies 

through to pre-school children,  

but if you’re child doesn’t have a library card it’s not a problem - just bring along 

some ID and we can issue a card immediately. 

The dates for May are 2nd and 16th, and we very much look forward to 

seeing you. 

”John Singer Sargent: The Private Radical” given 
by Gavin Plumley 

Please be in your seats for 10:45 am.  
Lecture starts at 11 am through to 12 noon.  

Coffee is available beforehand 
John Singer Sargent – who died a hundred years ago, in 1925 – 

was high society’s leading portraitist. His luxurious canvases 
mirrored his subjects’ wealth. Yet beneath the high fashions and 

dazzling veneer of works such as Madame X, lurks a much 
rawer world. Sargent scandalised Parisian society with his frank 

depictions of human sexuality. 
 This talk charts the artist’s life and his prolific output. 

Gavin Plumley is a writer and broadcaster who appears 

on BBC Radio 3 and 4, and contributes to newspapers, 

magazines and opera and concert programmes 

worldwide. 

Why not come to this lecture as a guest?- £8.  
Please email us first at theartssocietydevizes@gmail.com. 

To join the Society, go to www.theartssocietydevizes.org 

or search Facebook for The Arts Society Devizes. 

 



 
  

 

£22.50   

per hour 



Market Lavington Youth Council 

The Youth Council had a very produc=ve aBernoon at the end of March 

clearing the weeds from around the stream and the silt build up under 

the bridge at Broadwell. A li?er pick around the village was carried 

out also. The Youth Council were helped by some volunteers from the 

village which was very much appreciated (as were the cakes!). Thank you. 

Broadwell is a much used and loved part of our village, and it was 

wonderful to see it spruced up ready for the spring and summer. 

We will next be mee=ng at the beginning of May, the date of which will 

be posted on various Facebook pages. If you have a young person in your 

family aged 10 to 16 years that would be interested to find out more 

about the Youth Council, please contact 

clerk@marketlavingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Rights of Way Working Group 

 

We have been busy puFng up signs on our network of footpaths and 

bridleways to indicate the RoW number eg MLAV24, MLAV6 etc, though 

there 

are a few more to be ordered and added. The purpose is twofold. 

One is to enable you to iden=fy the path you're walking. The network of 

Rights of Way can be found at wiltscouncil.maps.arcgis.com which shows 

all the footpaths, bridleways and byways in Wiltshire and you can zoom 

in on our village to iden=fy them and plan your route. 

Secondly, if you encounter a problem or have a ques=on about a Right of 

Way, we would like to hear from you so that we can help. Most issues can 

be resolved by our team, but if not, we can forward it onto the 

appropriate people. 

We will be working closely with the footpath contractor during the 

summer months to support him in keeping our paths free of ne?les and 

brambles. 

 

We have a growing team of volunteers, and if you'd like to join us, 

please let us know by wri=ng to 

footpaths@marketlavingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk  



 



 
 

 

 

  

 

Market Lavington Museum 

Summer opening 

3rd May Museum opens 14.30-16.30 Wednesday 

Saturday and Sunday every week. 

29th July – 26th August Activities for children 

Look out for more information  

in future editions of this magazine. 
 

 



  

The Elisha Field Closing Times 

May 3   8.33pm 

May 10   8.44pm 

May 17   8.55pm 

May 24   9.05pm 

May 31   9.13pm 

h?ps://sunrisesunset.willyweather.co.uk 

Planning Applications 

Market Lavington  No new applications 

 

Easterton 

PL/2025/02852 The Old Stables, Eastcott, SN10 4PH. Removal of the 

existing conservatory and construction of single-storey rear extension 

 

https://development.wiltshire.gov.uk/pr/s/?tabset-167f1=3 

Or by visiting the council offices on the Devizes Library site  

 



  



 

  
Nurture Nature 

We read daily of animals and birds driven to ex=nc=on, here’s one of the ex=nct 

species which could be regenerated.  It’s 10,000 years since there were woolly 

mammoths here on planet earth, but scien=sts in the US are working towards 

bringing it back from ex=nc=on.  They have engineered mice to grow thick, warm 

coats by using DNA from mammoths remains.  The future aim is to use this 

technique on elephants so that they become woolly mammoths.  Elephants in a 

California wildlife park demonstrated their remarkable intelligence recently – they 

can detect early warnings of earthquakes through their feet, and formed what is 

known as an 'alert circle' during the 5.2 magnitude earthquake that shook Southern 

California last  month, showing the pachyderms scrambling to protect their calves by 

surrounding them in an alert circle. Some readers might have watched BBC TV Planet 

Earth III, narrated by Sir David A?enborough.  In central Africa 95% of the elephant 

popula=on is slaughtered for their ivory. Their near ex=nc=on alters the whole eco 

system of the area.  Nature must be allowed to restore its own balance.  We need to 

ensure that we assist Nature to survive and restore and nurture these fine balances.  

Another excellent series currently on BBC TV is ‘The Americas’ (both North and 

South), narrated by Tom Hanks, which demonstrates the fragile balances in the 

different eco systems. 

Those readers who bought the Royal Mail’s special Wildlife stamp issue will 

recognise how much of nature is around us and in our own gardens to enjoy, as we  

wrote in the August 2024 column.  Now is the =me that nestlings are becoming 

fledglings and are at their most vulnerable to predators, especially from corvids, grey 

squirrels, raptors and our own domes=c moggies.  So please do all you can to ensure 

that nestlings and fledglings are protected, the la?er un=l they have learned to fly.  

Please remember to keep your feeding sta=ons and bird baths scrupulously clean 

because there is s=ll avian flu about.  Also, as reported in earlier years be aware, 

especially if you are a bee keeper, that Asian hornets are now more prevalent.  Let us 

ensure our own habitats are safe for nurturing nature.  The Princess of Wales told 

scouts of the healing benefits of  Nature on a visit to the Lake District in mid April, 

describing how she had found a very spiritual and very intense reconnec=on with 

nature.                                        O=s Tarda 



 
All money raised will be go towards the 

installation of a new roof canopy over the front 

door. 

Book as a team of up to six,  

or individually and join a team on the night. 

 

Ticket price of £10.00 includes tea and coffee. 

The bar will also be open. 

 

Each ticket number will be entered into the 

prize draw, with a first prize of £50.00. 

 

Tickets are available to purchase 

at the Village Hub on Wednesday mornings, 

or by e.mail at eastertonquiz@gmail.com 
 



  

 

By the =me you read 

this the results of the 

elec=ons will be 

known. 

There were no Parish Elec=ons because fewer people stood than 

there were vacancies. This means that each council, aBer choosing a 

chairperson, will be able to co-opt addi=onal members to their councils. 

To be able to stand for co-op=on at a parish council elec=on you 

must be at least 18 years old AND be a Bri=sh ci=zen, an eligible 

Commonwealth ci=zen, a ci=zen of the Republic of Ireland, a qualifying 

EU ci=zen or an EU ci=zen with retained rights. 

You must also meet at least one of the following four qualifica7ons: 

You are, and will con=nue to be, registered as a local government elector 

for the parish in which you wish to be co-opted.  

You have occupied as owner or tenant any land or other premises in the 

parish area during the whole of the previous 12 months. 

Your main or only place of work during the previous 12 has been in the 

parish area. 

You have lived in the parish area or within three miles of it during the 

whole of the previous 12 months.  

h?ps://www.nalc.gov.uk/resource/co-op=ng-for-democracy.html 

 

In Easterton there were 5 nomina=ons for 7 seats so there are two seats 

open for co-op=on.  

Contact the Parish Clerk at clerk@eastertonpc.org.uk if you are 

interested in joining the Parish Council. 

 

In Market Lavington there were 6 nomina=ons for 13 seats so there are 

seven seats open for co-op=on.  

Contact the Parish Clerk at clerk@marketlavingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk if 

you are interested in joining the Parish Council. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4th May 
Easter 3 

 

 11th May 
Easter 4 

 

18th May 
Easter 5 

25th May  
Easter 6 

Rogation 

1st June 
Easter 7 

 9am 9am 
Breakfast 
Church 
 West 

Lavington 

   
 
 

 

 9.30 am   Praise and 
Worship 
West 
Lavington 

 

 10.00 am Welcome to 
Worship,  

Great 
Cheverell 

  

Benefice 
Communion 

 
West 

Lavington 

10.30 am United 
Service 

with Trinity 
St. Barnabas 

Church 
Easterton 

Benefice  
Communion 

 
St. Peter’s 

Little 
Cheverell 

United 
Service 

with 
Trinity 

St 
Barnabas 
Church, 

Easterton 

Benefice 
Communion 

 
West 

Lavington 

 11.00 am Simple 
Celebration 

Great 
Cheverell 

 Rogation 
Service 
Great 

Cheverell 
BBQ 

 

Church Services in May 

Regular worship in our sister churches: 

9.00am Sunday and 11am Wednesday Mass at St Joseph’s Roman Catholic Church,  

4.30pm Ebenezer Baptist Church West Lavington. 

10.30 am Trinity Church in the Community Hall, Market Lavington 

 



 

 

 

  

Mellow May  © Patricia L. Cisco  

 

Mellow, mild, May day, 

    calling children out to play. 

        Summer's on her way! 

 

Bu?erflies in trees, 

    brilliant sunsets, starry eves. 

        Time for ice cream, please! 

 



 

 


